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■ IMPRESSED: Shadow Home Sec ret ray Yvette Cooper pictured at the Queen Caroline Estate 
with council leader Stephen Cowan and Met Police Chief Inspector Gideon Springer 

'You’re making real difference 
to the lives of local people’ 


• By LWN reporter GEOFF BAKER 
geoffery@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

POLICE are targeting mothers in Hammer¬ 
smith and Fulham with a new “keep your 
children close” advertising blitz aimed at 
trying to stop radicalised young people leav¬ 
ing the borough to go and fight in Syria. 

The move follows the arrest last week of two 
teenagers from west London who had gone missing 
and were believed to be heading for the war zone. 

The 17-year-old boys were intercepted in the com¬ 
pany of a 19-year-old man by Turkish authorities and 
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SHADOW Home Secretary Yvette Cooper visited 
the Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham to hear 
how the new administration is putting the largest 
ever number of council-funded police officers onto 
local streets and estates. 

Yvette Cooper MP dropped into the community 
hall on the Queen Caroline Estate where she was 
joined by Hammersmith & Fulham Council leader, 


Cllr Stephen Cowan, and local Met Police Chief 
Superintendent, Gideon Springer. 

Together, they met representatives of residents’ 
and tenants’ associations, along with people work¬ 
ing in local food banks, citizens’ advice, theatres, a 
local school and local businesses. 
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Bid to create best health services in the world 


Working to make London healthier 


THE Mayor of Lon¬ 
don Boris Johnson, 

NHS England, 

Public Health Eng¬ 
land, London coun¬ 
cils and the 32 
GP-led clinical 
commissioning 
groups have come 
together to outline 
how they will work 
towards London 
becoming the 
world’s healthiest 
major city. 

The new partner¬ 
ship has been es¬ 
tablished in 

response to the 
challenges set out 
in the London 
Health Commis¬ 
sion’s Better Health for London report and 
the NHS Five Year Forward View. The aim 
is to work together at all levels to make the 
best use of resources and build on best prac¬ 
tice to improve the health and well-being of 
all Londoners, wherever they live in the cap¬ 


ital. The plan is a good basis to explore how 
London could benefit from more autonomy to 
improve the future of the capital’s health. 

When compared with other major global 
cities for well-being, including health and life 
expectancy, London was ranked seventh out of 
14 comparable world cities. A new report pub¬ 
lished this week outlines ten aspirations to 
improve health and well-being in the capital 
and to help the capital move up the rankings. 

Better Health for London: Next Steps 
sets out shared ambitions and how they will 
measure progress towards the following 
shared goals: 

• Give all London’s children a healthy, happy 
start to life 

• Get London fitter with better food, more ex¬ 
ercise and healthier living 

• Make work a healthy place to be in London 

• Help Londoners to kick unhealthy habits 

• Improve care for the most mentally ill in 
London so they live longer, healthier lives 

• Enable Londoners to do more to look after 
themselves 

• Ensure that every Londoner is able to see a 
GP when they need to and at a time that suits 
them 

• Create the best health and care services of 


any world city, throughout London and on 
every day 

# Fully engage and involve Londoners in the 
future health of their city 

• Put London at the centre of the global rev¬ 
olution in digital health. 

While leadership for improvements in 
health and wellbeing will need to come from 
commissioners, providers and professionals 
across the capital, the organisations and 
agencies involved in the ‘Next Steps’ partner¬ 
ship will also collaborate sub-regionally and 
across London to support change. The Lon¬ 
don Health Board, which met last week at 
City Hall, will bring together citywide lead¬ 
ership to unlock progress and champion im¬ 
provements for Londoners. 

Vital to work together 

The Mayor said: “We are embarking on a 
very exciting journey for health in London. 
With a growing and ageing population and 
continued pressure on resources, it is vital 
that all of us concerned with the health of 
Londoners work together if we are to ensure 
the capital becomes the healthiest, fittest big 
city in the world.’ 

Councillor Teresa O’Neill, London Councils’ 
Executive Member for Health, said: “The 


critical role of local government in shaping 
health and care services is recognised in both 
the London Health Commission’s report and 
the NHS Five Year Forward View. Boroughs 
are keen to strengthen that role further, and 
work with all our partners to achieve the as¬ 
pirations set out in the Next Steps Plan, 
which builds on both previous pieces of 
work.” 

Anne Rainsberry, Regional Director of NHS 
England said: ‘The aspirations will help put 
London on the map to becoming the healthi¬ 
est city in the world. Collaborative working 
is well underway at local level with GPs and 
health care workers, social care and public 
health teams delivering high quality care. 

Yvonne Doyle, Regional Director of Pub- 
lic”Health England said: ‘We are dedicated to 
helping all Londoners live long and healthy 
lives, building on the work of the London 
Health Commission to give children the best 
start in life.” 

Mark Rowland, Chair of the London-wide 
Clinical Commissioning Council said: “ We 
believe that progress in improving the health 
of Londoners, and their ability to take a full 
part in their health care, is vital. “ 
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Good neighbours at heart of Fulham community 


THE new director of a Fulham charity which provides 
companionship and practical help for the elderly and 
vulnerable, is hoping they can help more people than 
ever this year. 

Six months into her role leading the Fulham Good 
Neighbours, Steffani McDonagh (pictured left) is seek¬ 
ing ways to increase the charity’s client base from its 
current tally of 465. 

Formed in 1966, the Rosaline Road charity aims to be 
at the heart of the Fulham community, with its staff, 
largely dedicated and willing volunteers, performing a 
variety of helpful tasks. 

“We deal predominantly with the elderly but do look 
after vulnerable adults too, doing things like gardening, 
shopping, running errands, escorting them to appoint¬ 
ments, decorating. It just would be whatever a good 
neighbour would do for you,” said Steffani, who was 


born in Zimbabwe and came to Fulham after living in 
Ireland for 12 years. 

The charity covers most of Fulham, up to Fulham 
Broadway, and the peripheral areas and although Stef¬ 
fani has ambition to expand beyond that, the FGN are 
somewhat limited by the reach of their volunteers. 

Friendly face 

Steffani, who worked for a charity in Richmond before 
joining the FGN, said: “People can be quite isolated, 
even living in sheltered accommodation and so we pride 
ourselves that the volunteers who do the tasks do more 
than just those tasks. 

“They will chat with them and just pull them out of 
that isolation and give them a taste of what is going on, 
they’re a friendly face and a friendly voice. 

“They might encourage them to come out into the gar¬ 
den and get involved in whatever way they can, so they 


are getting active too.” 

As well as providing individual help, the FGN also 
host social events, with a club event every Wednesday 
afternoon, with crosswords, cakes and tea and on the 
first Tuesday of each month, a lunch club at the Holly¬ 
wood Arms pub in Chelsea. 

The charity, which has just three paid staff and 
around 60 volunteers, runs mainly off donations or 
fund-raising activities. Last December, H&F Council 
agreed £45,000 per annum funding for the FGN, 
through a third sector investment fund, which will help 
support their expanded client base. 

Anyone who has a neighbour, or relative, they think 
would benefit from the help of the Fulham Good Neigh¬ 
bours should call 020 7385 8850, or email info@fulham- 
goodneighbours.org. 

The group is also keen to recruit new volunteers. 


Met’s fears for young women 


■ FROM PAGE ONE 

were sent back to Heathrow, where they were ar¬ 
rested on suspicion of preparing for terrorism acts. 
All three have been bailed while police make further 
investigations. 

Meanwhile, the National Police Counter Terrorism 
Network and partners have rolled out the next phase 
of an awareness-raising campaign designed to reach 
out to Hammersmith and Fulham families, to help 
prevent young people travelling to Syria. 

The campaign involves leafleting throughout the 
borough and radio and press adverts appearing in mi¬ 
nority ethnic media. 

A Met spokesman said: “The adverts highlight the 
strong bond between a mother and daughter and how 
that relationship can have a powerful influence on a 
young woman and the decisions she makes. 

“They encourage mothers to have open discussions 
with their daughters about issues such as travelling 
to Syria and what they are viewing online”. 

In the last year 22 women and girls have been re¬ 
ported missing to police by families who feared they 
have travelled to Syria, putting them in serious dan¬ 
ger and leaving their families devastated. 

“The campaign recognises that it is mothers who 
often spot changes in behaviour or signs someone 


may be considering travelling to a conflict that mil¬ 
lions are desperate to escape,” said the Met 
spokesman. 

“By encouraging mothers to have an open dialogue 
with their daughters, it is hoped that potential interest 
in travelling to Syria will be picked up at an early 
stage and that the mother will be able to take action, 
either by challenging the misconceptions or seeking 
help from other agencies, including the police”. 

Serious issue 

Families are also encouraged to reach specially- 
trained officers for help and advice by calling 101 or 
visiting www.preventtragedies.co.uk. This is a dedi¬ 
cated webpage, newly created as a one-stop-shop for 
concerned families to visit if they would like further 
information or advice around this issue. The website 
also provides links to a range to a range of further or¬ 
ganisations working in this field. 

Leaflets supporting the campaign will also be pro¬ 
vided to police forces to distribute locally by Prevent 
officers and partners. 

The Met’s senior national co-ordinator counter-ter¬ 
rorism policing, Deputy Assistant Commissioner 
Helen Ball, said: “This advertising campaign is part 
of our sustained efforts to continue to raise awareness 
around this very serious issue. 


“We care deeply about the well-being of women 
and girls throughout the world. We reject the degrad¬ 
ing treatment of women by terrorist organisations and 
seek to prevent the tragedies caused by it. 

“We are increasingly concerned about the numbers 
of young women who have travelled or are intending 
to travel to Syria. 

“It is an extremely dangerous place and the reality 
of the lifestyle they are greeted with when they arrive 
is far from that promoted online by terrorist groups. 
The option of returning home is often taken away 
from them, leaving families at home devastated and 
with very few options to secure a safe return for their 
loved one. 

“We want to increase families their confidence in 
the police and partners to encourage them to come 
forward at the earliest opportunity so that we can in¬ 
tervene and help.” 

Kalsoom Bashir from the counter-extremism group 
Inspire added: “Having seen the devastation facing 
families where a loved one has travelled to Syria, I 
would advise families to keep their children close - 
to constantly remind them that they are loved, that 
they are part of a strong family network and that they 
can talk to you about anything they are worried 
about.” 


£4.2 million funding to improve 
front line childcare supervision 


AT THE forefront of change and leading the 
way in local government, the tri-borough 
joint Children’s Services have begun a 
ground-breaking new way of working after 
being awarded £4.2 million by the Depart¬ 
ment for Education’s (DfE) Children’s So¬ 
cial Care Innovation Programme. 

The funding will further improve practitioners 
work with children and their families, and aims to 
reduce the number of looked after children by 20 per 
cent over the next three years, as well as producing 
a significant reduction in referrals to children’s so¬ 
cial care. 

Tri-borough (made up of the London Borough of 
Hammersmith & Fulham, the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea, and Westminster City 
Council) were awarded the funding, the first of such 
grants to be given out, to implement a new Focus on 
Practice project. 

As well as work to tackle systems conditions that 
inhibit practice, and developing a career pathway to 
enable practitioners to stay in practice, Focus on 
Practice includes a comprehensive skills develop¬ 
ment programme which includes accredited modules 
in systemic practice, motivational interviewing, and 
parenting theory and skills. 

These evidence-based interventions will allow 


TRI-BOROUGH 

over 600 practitioners, and 200 managers, to adopt 
a more engaging approach with families, improving 
the services people receive on the front line. 

The skills development programme will be pro¬ 
vided to every practitioner and manager within all 
parts of children’s social care and will be delivered 
by world-renowned providers including the Institute 
of Family Therapy and the Anna Freud Centre. 

Councillor Danny Chalkley, Westminster City 
Council cabinet member for children and young 
people, said: “This investment will make a real dif¬ 
ference to people’s lives. 

“Social workers already do an incredibly difficult 
job very well, this will help us improve that work 
and ensure that children are given the very best ad¬ 
vice, guidance and care, so we can help them be suc¬ 
cessful.” 

Councillor Elizabeth Campbell, the Royal Bor¬ 
ough of Kensington and Chelsea Cabinet Member 
for Families and Education, said: “We are very 
proud of the great work our social workers carry out, 
often in extremely difficult circumstances. 

“We are delighted to have received this award 
from the DfE so that we can further equip our social 
workers with the skills they need to help children 


and their families.” 

Tri-borough Social Worker Kathleen Butler works 
with children in central and west London. She 
added: “I’m there to help make a difference in peo¬ 
ple’s lives and also never stop becoming a better so¬ 
cial worker, we should always seek to improve. 

“This project will allow me the freedom to step 
away from ticking boxes and be creative, with a 
focus on positive engagement with families.” 

Recruitment and training opportunities 

Some of the funding will also be used to recruit an 
additional 24 transitional social workers, increasing 
the capacity of the workforce whilst the programme 
is underway, as well as 24 clinical practitioners (fam¬ 
ily therapists or other clinically trained staff). 

In each borough there will be a Head of Clinical 
Practice post, who will supervise these clinicians 
working alongside social workers and other profes¬ 
sionals, modelling best practice approaches through 
direct work with families. 

Additionally, posts are being created for the ‘On 
Track’ programme, a particular area of Focus on Prac¬ 
tice which will work proactively with young people 
at risk of entering the care system as adolescents. 

A career pathway is also being developed for prac¬ 
titioners who wish to remain in practice, whilst rising 
up the hierarchy and developing their expertise. 


■ FROM PAGE ONE 

Ms Cooper heard how the forty four council-funded 
police officers will play a critical role in reducing 
crime at a time when central government is cutting po¬ 
lice numbers. 

New funds for the police were made available after 
the new administration reopened negotiations on a 
number of inherited planning and property agreements 
and secured over £50 million in extra money. A pro¬ 
portion of this is being used to provide the new police 
officers, provided the various developments go ahead. 

Yvette Cooper told the audience: “The administra¬ 
tion in Hammersmith & Fulham is making a real dif¬ 
ference to the lives of local people. People are rightly 
concerned about the impact of cuts to police budgets, 
so it is really positive the council has found additional 
funding for 44 extra police officers. Having police on 
the streets is so important for tackling antisocial be¬ 
haviour, making sure people feel safe and promoting 
strong and healthy communities. 

“The work Steve Cowan and his colleagues are 
doing is incredibly impressive.” 

Responding to questions from the audience about 
neighbourhood policing, Chief Supt Springer told the 
audience: “It’s about getting the right balance of visi¬ 
ble presence to ensure these officers provide a strong 
deterrent to would-be offenders in the borough’s com¬ 
munities, but also ensuring they undertake the roles of 
the modern-day officer ensuring public safety.” 

Stephen Cowan said: “I am pleased that the shadow 
home secretary was able to see first-hand the excellent 
work being undertaken to cut crime. The cuts to polic¬ 
ing are horrendous and so I am glad that we’re able to 
step in and provide these extra 44 police officers who 
will play a critical role in protecting local residents 
and businesses.” 
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Council grants 
for coach trips 


THE coach trip scheme for local residents has 
returned by popular demand. 

Hammersmith and Fulham Council has an¬ 
nounced it will, once again, be offering groups 
based in the borough a contribution of up to 
£200 towards the costs of hiring transport to 
take their users out on a well-deserved day trip. 

“We are committed to supporting local 
groups that provide valuable community serv¬ 
ices,” said Cllr Sue Fennimore, H&F Council’s 
Cabinet Member for Social Inclusion. “We do 
not want transport costs to be a barrier pre¬ 
venting these groups from taking their mem¬ 
bers on trips. 

“This scheme helps a variety of different com¬ 
munity groups, but has a particular focus on 
those for older people whose opportunities to 
get out and about and enjoy sustained periods 
of social interaction can sometimes be limited.” 

In order to be eligible to apply, organisations: 

• Must be based in H&F and be mostly made 
up of people living in the borough 

• Should have a local management committee 
(of at least 3 members) and have its own gov¬ 
erning document 

• Must be able to show they support residents 
from all communities must have an annual in¬ 
come of less than £10,000. 

Top priority will be given to older peoples’ 
groups which are currently not funded by the 
council. Groups run by statutory organisations 
- such as schools, the council or NHS Trusts - 
are not eligible. 

Application packs will be sent to any organi¬ 
sations that have applied in the past. To re¬ 
quest an application pack, or want more 
details, call Sacha Mortimer on 020 8753 5009 
or email: sacha.mortimer@lbhf.gov.uk 

The closing date for applications is Friday, 
April 24. 


Fulham kids more active 


A NEW after-school sports project in Ful¬ 
ham to get children more active, while also 
promoting life skills has been hailed a suc¬ 
cess. 

The City Sports Academies project, run by the Lon¬ 
don Sports Trust and launched at the Bayonne Estate 
in Fulham in mid-February, offers a range of sporting 
activities for youngsters aged eight to 16. 

Supervised by project coordinator, Robbie Payne- 
Inglis, the young people gather on the sunken sports 
court every Tuesday from 6pm to try their hand at 
cricket, hockey, basketball, football and tennis. 

Robbie, of the London Sports Trust, said: “The proj¬ 
ect was set up initially in five key housing estates 
across the borough which had been identified as areas 
of high levels of anti-social behaviour. We set up a 
youth programme incorporating sports and also edu¬ 
cation to help reduce anti-social behaviour. 

“The response has been amazing, especially on the 
Bayonne Estate. We have had 30 brand-new, regis¬ 
tered participants who haven’t taken part in any sort 
of sporting activity before, so it has been really great.” 

Young ambassadors 

Besides getting the kids active, the project aims to 
get some of the young people trained and accredited 
with sports coaching qualifications and Robbie al¬ 
ready has two ‘young ambassadors’ working along¬ 
side him. 

Lewis Foster, 14, helps with setting up, coaching 
football and taking the register. He said: “The project 
is helping me as I’ve got something to do, as some¬ 
times I’m just sitting in my house doing nothing, so it 
is a good feeling. 

Rhys Forstep, 15, responded to an advert for the role 
and is now doing work experience with the project. 
He said: “I wanted to do work experience in sports 
coaching anyway, so finding this was a big opportu¬ 
nity for me to have some work experience to help me 
when I am older and want to do something like this. 
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geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

“It helps the kids as well as they have something to 
get them out the house, instead of staying in to watch 
TV and it helps me with school work and at school, 
to not behave badly.” 

Rebecca Willet is a youth worker who hosts the 
youth club on the estate and also now helps with the 
sports project. She said: “So many young people that 
we talk to would just stay indoors all day if there 
weren’t any activities on, and that’s why we have the 
youth club and it’s great that they’re doing this.” 

H&F Council’s Cabinet Member for Social Inclu¬ 
sion, Cllr Sue Fennimore, said: “This is a fantastic 
project that provides a great opportunity for young 
residents to get out, exercise and enjoy themselves. It 
fits perfectly with our Get Going campaign to encour¬ 
age residents to be more active, but it is also providing 
invaluable life skills for those involved.” 

The project is open to all young people on the estate 
aged eight to 16 and run until 7pm. For more infor¬ 
mation call 07951 165443, or email: Robbie @london- 
sportstrust.org. 


• ACTING, kayaking, baking and basketball are 
among a host of activities available for young people 
in the Borough this Easter holidays. 

More than 10 different activities are available most 
days, running at various venues across the borough 
from Tuesday, April 7th, until Friday, April 17th and 
are available to young people aged from 11 to 19. 

Basketball activities will take place at the Hurling- 
ham and Chelsea School, Fulham, from April 7 until 
Friday, April 10, from 11am until 3pm. 

For budding Jamie Olivers and Nigella Lawsons, 
cookery workshops will be run at the Masbro Centre, 
Shepherds Bush from 1pm until 4pm on Wednesday, 
April 15th, through to Friday, April 17th. 

“If you’ve ever wanted to try cheerleading, would 
like to design your own fashion label, or just fancy a 
kickabout with some friends, we have an activity to 
suit all tastes, including sessions for those with dis¬ 
abilities. We are proud to support such a diverse range 
of events to ensure the borough’s young people stay 
active and engaged during the Easter break,” said Cllr 
Sue Fennimore, H&F Council’s Cabinet Member for 
Social Inclusion. 



I FLYING the flag at Hammersmith Town Hall 


Borough flies the flag 
for Commonweath Day 


HAMMERSMITH and Fulham Council 
flew one of more than 730 flags which 
were raised across the world to celebrate 
Commonwealth Day. 

The Commonwealth Flag was raised on the roof of 
HammersmithTown Hall to celebrate the unity of 53 
independent countries across the globe, which to¬ 
gether are home to 2.2 billion people. 

A message from the Queen, the head of the Com¬ 
monwealth, was read out at each of the events. 

It said: “I am pleased to learn that so many people 
throughout the Commonwealth will be taking part in 
the Fly a Flag for the Commonwealth initiative on 
Commonwealth Day this year, which I understand 
will see the raising of a record number of Common¬ 
wealth flags. 

“I send my good wishes to all who are taking part.” 

The council joined heads of state, other local au¬ 
thorities, schoolchildren, cadets, Girl Guides and 
Scouts, cadets, ex-servicemen, charities, community 
groups and shipping lines across the world in cele¬ 
bration. 

In H&F, the flag was raised by the borough’s mayor 
Cllr Mercy Umeh. She said: “This event is a won¬ 
derful and imaginative way to link with fellow Com¬ 
monwealth nations across the world. 

“I feel proud to be representing the borough in join¬ 
ing with people from across the globe, helping 


strengthen the connection between our residents and 
people as far away as the South Pacific in the south¬ 
ern hemisphere.” 

She was joined by Cllr Alan De’Ath, Cabinet 
Member for the Armed Forces; Reverend Simon 
Downham of St Paul’s Church in Hammersmith, 
Sandy Cahill, deputy lieutenant for H&F, represen¬ 
tatives from the Royal Yeomanry; members of the 
Chelsea Pensioners; pupils and staff from Phoenix 
High School and Julie Watson, a representative of the 
Commonwealth Countries League. 

Friendship 

It is the second year the flag-raising, a collective 
expression of friendship and commitment to the 
Commonwealth, has been held. The event began in 
Tonga, in the South Pacific, which is 13 hours ahead 
of Greenwich Mean Time and the first country in the 
world to start the day. 

Teams from Fields of Life, a charity linking North¬ 
ern Ireland and Uganda, marked the event by taking 
the Commonwealth Flag to the tops of the four high¬ 
est national peaks of the United Kingdom: Scafell 
Pike in England; Ben Nevis in Scotland; Mount 
Snowdon in Wales; and Slieve Donard in Northern 
Ireland. 

And for the first time in maritime history, the Com¬ 
monwealth Flag was raised onboard all ships belong¬ 
ing to the fleets of cruise lines, P&O & Cunard Line 
across the world. 
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disruption to residents 
will not be tolerated’ 


MUSIC lover Winifred “Wynne” Hudson - 
born and bred in Chelsea - was thrown a 
surprise party for 100th birthday. 

Around 100 people - family members, former 
co-workers and friends - joined her to celebrate 
at St Lukes Church in Ryfold Road, Wimble¬ 
don Park. 

Among them was daughter Wendy who made 
the trip from Florida to mark the birthday and 
Councillor Agatha Akyigyina, the Mayor of 
Merton. 

Mrs Hudson, a Take That fan, said: “It was a 
magnificent day. I haven’t got over it yet. ” 

Winifred Fox was born and raised in Chelsea. 
After the Second World War started, she got a 
job in the lighting department at Peter Jones in 
Sloane Square, by which time she was already 
married to Bill Hudson. 

They were together for more than 30 years, 
until Mr Hudson’s death at the age of 57. 


She worked at Peter Jones full-time for 28 
years while raising a family, until retiring and 
going part-time. 

Mrs Hudson added: “I absolutely loved it 
there. It was a second-hand store when I 
started, and I remember meeting famous people 
and royalty. I served John Wayne, and Princess 
Margaret and Princess Alexandra.” 

Last year, Mrs Hudson appeared on BBC2 
documentary Shopgirls, telling the story of how 
women swept onto shopfloors around the UK 
during the 20th century. 

Daughter Lynne Lee, 67, said: “Mum doesn’t 
know how she has made it to 100, but I think 
she has just had a very busy life and she has al¬ 
ways had a positive outlook. She doesn’t let 
things faze her. She just takes each day as it 
comes and tries to enjoy herself.” 

Mrs Hudson has four children - daughters 
Wendy, Lynne and son Tom - and three grand¬ 
children and two great grandchildren. 


they signed up to when applying for planning permis¬ 
sion. 

“Their failure to stick to the agreement causes real 
disruption to residents and will simply not be toler¬ 
ated. 

“It is important to remember that without these traf¬ 
fic conditions planning permission would not be 
granted in the first place. 

“I hope that most developers are getting the mes¬ 
sage that we will listen to our residents and work with 
them to gather evidence when agreements are not 
being followed. We will then not hesitate to order 
work to stop.” 

More prosecutions in pipeline 

The council has sent developers a “we’re watching 
you” warning after revealing that it busted 162 last 
year for flouting the rules and more busts are to come. 

“Property developers operating in the borough of 
are being closely-scrutinised by planning enforce¬ 
ment officers who are taking action against develop¬ 
ers who breach their planning permissions,” said a 
spokesman. 

“In the past year planning enforcement officers 
have served 162 notices on developers, 46 of these 
related to basement developments which breached 
Construction Traffic Management Plans. 

“The Council achieved its first prosecution of a de¬ 
veloper for non-compliance with a Construction Traf¬ 
fic Management Plan which resulted in a fine and 
costs totalling £16,020 - and more prosecutions are 
in the pipeline. 

“A developer who failed to comply with an enforce¬ 
ment notice requiring him to remove unauthorised 
extensions had £25,350 confiscated under the Pro¬ 


ceeds of Crime Act, the sum reflecting the money he 
made from renting the property with its unauthorised 
extensions. He was also received a fine of £15,000 
and was ordered to pay the council’s costs. 

“The council is currently taking court proceedings 
against two developers who used their construction 
sites for displaying advertising in breach of planning 
regulations. 

“The team is preparing enforcement proceedings 
against an owner who gutted a Grade II listed build¬ 
ing without listed building consent to make him put 
back historic features he removed 
“As part of its drive to crack down on breaches of 
planning control, the Council has increased its num¬ 
ber of planning enforcement officers by a third. 

“It has also established a new group to coordinate all 
the Council’s construction-related enforcement serv¬ 
ices made up of officers from teams including park¬ 
ing enforcement, highways enforcement, 
environmental health, transport planning and plan¬ 
ning enforcement, to deliver a joined up response to 
construction enforcement matters in the borough. 
Planning supremo Cllr Coleridge warned: “We are 
taking action against developers who breach the 
terms of their planning permissions and we are pre¬ 
pared to seek redress in the courts. 

“Our message is simple: we have invested in plan¬ 
ning enforcement and we are cracking down on rogue 
developers.” 

Any resident who is concerned about a possible 
breach of a planning condition can find information 
about how to report it on www.rbkc.gov.uk/plannin- 
genforcement 


THE basement-bashing blitz by Kensington 
and Chelsea Council has reached a record 
high as get-tough borough planners drive a 
crackdown on the scourge of iceberg 
homes. 

On one day alone last week, council planning police 
busted eight basement-builders for breaking the rules 
as the local authority upped its determination to come 
down on rogue developers like a ton of bricks. 

Council planning tsar Timothy Coleridge has now 
warned rule-breaking builders “there is no excuse - 
disruption to residents will simply not be tolerated”. 

And in a new attack in its no-nonsense action to pro¬ 
tect the borough against the hell caused by lorries at 
basement sites, the council has launched a “shop a bad 
builder” campaign - urging residents to report dodgy 
developing. 

The latest strike on iceberg homes comes fast on the 
heels of pioneering blocks on developers by the coun¬ 
cil, which has led the capital by pushing through strict 
planning laws preventing rich home-owners and de¬ 
velopers from digging basements more than two 
storeys deep. 

The council has now strengthened its strike force of 
planning enforcement officers by 30 per cent and fig¬ 
ures released by the local authority reveal it has got 
twice as tough on basement building than it used to 
be. 

Last year the council threw out 111 basement build¬ 
ing applications, more than double the 53 it rejected 
it 2012. 


• By LWN reporter 

GEOFF BAKER 


Last Tuesday, planning enforcement officers or¬ 
dered work on eight basement developments to stop 
as developers were failing to stick to agreed Construc¬ 
tion Traffic Management Plans. 

“It was a record day, we’ve never before served 
eight notices in a single day - now we are really 
cracking down,” said a council official. 

The swoop by enforcement officers came after tip- 
offs from residents - which the council is encouraging 
as it launches an all-out attack to protect rate-payers 
who suffer from dust, noise, alarming vibrations and 
traffic headaches caused by basement building in the 
borough. 

“The crackdown followed close work between plan¬ 
ners and residents who were concerned about the dis¬ 
ruption caused by vehicles coming and going from 
sites in Tor Gardens, Hornton Street and Sheffield 
Terrace in W8 and Clareville Grove in SW7,” said a 
council spokesman. 

“After enough evidence was gathered, the notices 
to stop work were served by the borough’s planning 
enforcement team. This means work has to cease until 
the traffic management plans are properly observed. 

Now Cllr Timothy Coleridge, Cabinet Member for 
Planning Policy, has warned that the writing is on the 
wall for developers who try it on. 

He said: “There is no excuse for any developer not 
to follow the construction traffic management plan 
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A snapshot of school life - 


Happy faces, lively minds 



■ This is the first in an occasional series focussing 
on the primary schools in central and West London. 
We start with a visit to St Joseph's Roman Catholic 
Primary School in Chelsea ... 


Words: Philip Evans 
Photos: Richard Austin 


S ITUATED in the heart 
of Chelsea, St Joseph’s 
Roman Cartholic Pri¬ 
mary School in Cadogan 
Street forms an important 
role in the lively and thriving 
Catholic community, being 
surrounded by St Mary’s RC 
Parish and the Thomas More 
Language College. 

An hour spent among the 225 
pupils of St Joseph’s and it’s clear 
to see this is a school where happy 
faces abound and community spirit 
is strong. 

This spirit has clearly been recog¬ 
nised in the school’s Ofsted reports 
with St Joseph’s being classed in 
the top one per cent nationally for 
their added value score in 2013 and 
2014. 

A glance at the school website 
will show how active pupils are 
outside the classrom from raising 
£256 recently from a cake stall for 
Comic Relief to members of the 
School Council being invited to the 
Mayor’s Parlour where they met the 
current Mayor, Cllr Maighread 
Condon-Simmonds, and the Deputy 
Mace Bearer, Mr Filip Trzebia- 
towski. 

Fascinated 

The children thoroughly enjoyed 
their tour of the Parlour and were 
fascinated by the official robes 
worn by the Mayor. They viewed 
some of the paintings on display, 
such as a portrait of Sir Hans 
Sloane and the young Queen Victo¬ 
ria. 

The Mayor discussed the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea’s motto ‘Quam Bonum in 
Unum Habitare’, the opening words 
of the 133rd Psalm in Latin and 
translates as “What a good thing it 
is to dwell in unity”. The children 
also went into the Council Cham¬ 
bers where they learnt about how 
formal meetings are conducted. 

Headteacher Karen Wyatt says: 
“We thoroughly enjoy being part of 
this vibrant, multicultural commu¬ 
nity and our staff are enthusiastic 
and dedicated. 

“You will find our children are ar¬ 
ticulate, bright, young people and 
as a community we have high aspi¬ 
rations for them.” 

St Joseph’s has close links with St 
Mary’s Church. The origins of St 
Mary’s were close to the present 
church, on a 99-year leasehold site 
at 105 Cadogan Gardens (then 
known as Cadogan Terrace). This is 
where, in 1812, the first Catholic 
Chapel in Chelsea, and one of the 
first in the country since the Refor¬ 
mation, was erected. It had been es- 



■ HEADTEACHER Karen Wyatt: 
high aspirations for her pupils 


tablished by Abbe Jean Voyaux de 
Franous, who arrived in London in 
1793. The Abbe had been given spe¬ 
cial charge of the spiritual welfare of 
the veteran soldiers at Chelsea Col¬ 
lege (now known as the Royal Hos¬ 
pital and the home to the Chelsea 
Pensioners) as well as the soldiers at 
the Chelsea and Knightsbridge Bar¬ 
racks. He had launched an appeal for 
funds in England and in France to 
build the chapel which he intended 
to be primarily for the use of soldiers 
and the veterans of the Royal Hospi¬ 
tal. 

When the Abbe died in 1840 after 
40 years of service to his parish, his 
work was continued by many dedi¬ 
cated people including, especially, 
Joseph and Mary Knight. They 
planned a Catholic foundation in the 
parish and purchased, for £5,000, 
two and a half acres of land, which 
had formerly been the Wellington 
Cricket Ground. This is now the 
Cadogan Street/Draycott Terrace 
site, which contains the current 
Church together with St Joseph’s Pri¬ 
mary School, St Thomas More Lan¬ 
guage College and the St Joseph’s 
Almshouses. 
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MP returns to his 
roots to shadow 
social workers 


MP Alan Johnson returned to his roots 
when he visited to North Kensington today 
to take part in World Social Work Day. 

He met some social workers including students on 
the ground breaking ‘Frontline’ programme; and spent 
several hours shadowing them to get a better idea of 
what they have to do. 

‘Good Samaritan ’ saves 
driver from burning car 

A DRIVER was dragged from a burning car 
by a daring hero in dramatic scenes on the 
eastbound section of the A40 near Westbourne 
Grove last Tuesday. 

Fire brigade Watch Manager Sian Griffiths, 
who was at the scene, said: “A man became 
hypoglycaemic while driving along the A40. 

His car clipped one car which spun and then 
rear-ended another vehicle and his car burst 
into flames. 

“A member of the public saw this happen 
and dragged him from his car. The driver was 
unresponsive when he was pulled out and he 
probably owes his life to the good Samaritan 
who stopped to save him.” 

Three vehicles were involved in the accident, 
and although a car was completely destroyed 
in the blaze, there were only minor injuries - 
three people were treated at the scene by the 
London Ambulance Service. 


Mr Johnson was born and bred in North Kensington 
and has experience of social workers from the Royal 
Borough, having being brought up by his sister from 
the age of 12 following the untimely death of his 
mother. Indeed Alan Johnson’s experiences with his 
social worker led him to describe him as an “an ab¬ 
solute hero” who fought to keep brother and sister to¬ 
gether. 

From the challenging start of his life Alan Johnson 
went on to pass the 11-plus exam and attended Sloane 
Grammar school in Chelsea, now part of Pimlico 
Academy. Leaving school at the age of 15 he then 
stacked shelves at Tesco before becoming a postman 
at 18 where he joined the Union of Communication 
Workers, becoming a branch official. 

He joined the Labour Party in 1971 and became a 
full-time union official from 1987. He became Gen¬ 
eral Secretary of the union in 1992. 

Inspiration 

Before entering parliament Johnson was a member 
of Labour’s National Executive Committee. During 
this time he was the only major union leader to support 
the abolition of Clause IV (the 1918 Labour Party 
commitment to nationalisation). 

Also at the event was Andrew Christie, Executive 
Director of Children’s Services, who said: “I was de¬ 
lighted to meet Alan Johnson and would like to thank 
him for coming. I think his story can be an inspiration 
not only to those who have to go through the social 
care system but also the social workers who work in 
it. People can go on to achieve almost anything with 
a bit of support and luck, even becoming a Cabinet 
Minister and holding one of the great offices of state, 
such as Home Secretary”. 



Waterford, Wexford 
& Ireland 


6 days from £499 Flying direct from an 

airport near you, 7, 21 June, 27 September 

& 25 October 2015 

Scenic beauty in a truly fascinating 

corner of Ireland. 

Tour highlights 
y/ A visit to Powerscourt Gardens 
y/ Time to explore Glendalough 
y/ Tour of the Waterford Crystal factory 
y/ Visits to Waterford and Wexford 
y/ Time to explore the city of Kilkenny 
y/ A visit to the Dunbrody Famine Ship 
y/ An orientation tour of Dublin (flight times 
allowing) 

y/ Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced tour 
manager 

y/ Five nights’ four-star dinner, bed and Irish 
breakfast hotel accommodation, return flights 
and transfers 


Newmarket 

Holidays 


JU Wr#lmin#ter 

9 & Pimlico NEWS 



BEST ESCORTED 
TOURS HOLIDAY 
COMPANY 


A 



Seven Cities of Italy 

8 days from £719 Flying direct from an 
airport near you, April, May, June, July, 
September & October 2015 
Experience and explore some of Italy’s 
finest cities. 

Tour highlights 

y/ Unwind by the shores of Lake Garda 
y/ Explore the fabled city of Verona 
y/ See Venice one of the world’s most beautiful 
cities 

y/ See Michelangelo’s Florence 
Discover Rome, ‘the Eternal City’ 
y/ Visit Siena, the hill-top fortress of San 
Gimignano and Assisi 

y/ Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced tour 
manager 

y/ Seven nights two centre half-board hotel 
accommodation, return flights and transfers 


call 0330 160 7742 [wpm 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/wpml9078 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA 
V7812. AT0L protected 2325. Subject to availability. 

Single supplements apply Standard phone charges /Tj§\ ^ABTA 


can 0330 160 7742 [Xpm 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/wpmll288 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA 
V7812. ATOL protected 2325. Subject to availability. 

Single supplements apply Standard phone charges /7ji\ -7 ^BTA 



■ BACK HOME: MP Alan Johnson pictured with Borough social workers at the Westway. 


Conservative group make 
their nomination for mayor 


COUNCILLOR Robert Freeman has 
been nominated by the Conservative 
Party to be Mayor of the Royal Borough 
for 2015-16. 

The election for Mayor will take place at a 
full meeting of the Council on Wednesday, 
May 20th. 

Born in Westminster, Councillor Freeman has 
lived most of his life in the Royal Borough. Ed¬ 
ucated at Christ Church Oxford he qualified as 
a solicitor in England and later in Scotland 
(Writer to the Signet) and Ireland. A specialist 
in Intellectual Property Law and Corporate 
Mergers, he has worked on a number of patent 
extension cases, including the Concorde patent 
for the ‘droopsnoot’, the variable angle nose 
that was an essential part of the take-off and 
landing procedure for the supersonic aircraft. 
He moved into banking first in London and 
later in New York where he qualified as an at¬ 
torney and was admitted to the New York Bar. 

Councillor Freeman was elected as a council¬ 
lor in 1998 and represents Campden Ward. 

He is the Council’s Older Persons’ Champion 
and takes a keen interest in the problem of eld¬ 
erly isolation. He chairs the Adult Social Care 
and Health Scrutiny Committee and is a vice- 
chairman of the Planning and the Planning Ap¬ 
plications Committees. 

Councillor Freeman also represents the 
Council on the Kensington & Chelsea Citizens 
Advice Bureau, St Mary Abbot’s School and 
on the Council of Governors of the Royal 
Marsden Hospital. 

Speaking about his nomination Councillor 
Freeman said: “It is a tremendous honour to be 
nominated to serve as Mayor. I look forward, 
if elected, to representing the Royal Borough, 
welcoming into the parlour residents from 
across the borough and reaching out to all res¬ 
idents particularly those who are lonely and 
isolated. I propose to nominate lung cancer re¬ 
search, carried out jointly by the Royal Mars¬ 
den Hospital, with its academic partner the 
Institute of Cancer Research and the Royal 
Brompton Hospital, with its academic partner 
Imperial College London as my mayoral char¬ 
ity.” 

Married with four grown up children and 
eight grandchildren, his wife Elizabeth will be 
his consort if he is elected Mayor. Councillor 
Freeman has a wide variety of interests and 



■ NOMINATED: Councillor Robert Freeman 


takes a keen interest in cricket, rugby and the 
opera. 

If elected, his Deputy Mayor will be Coun¬ 
cillor Marie-Therese Rossi. Born in London 
she has lived in the Royal Borough since the 
mid-1990s. She studied English at Leeds Uni¬ 
versity and more recently studied politics, tak¬ 
ing two Masters degrees at Birkbeck College 
London. 

Councillor Rossi was first elected as a Coun¬ 
cillor for Redcliffe ward in 2010 and takes a 
keen interest in the issues of the ward such as 
licensing, planning, traffic and rubbish collec¬ 
tion. For the past two years she has chaired the 
Public Realm Scrutiny Committee and also sits 
on the Licensing Committee, the Appeals 
Panel and the Regulation and Enforcement Re¬ 
view Committee. 

Councillor Rossi is a governor of two local 
schools, Bousfield Primary School and the 
Chelsea Community Hospital School. 
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Letter to the Editor 


‘Huge stress and anxiety’ over loss of homes 


AN OPEN LETTER TO ALL PARLIAMENTARY 
CANDIDATES IN THE CONSTITUENCY OF 
KENSINGTON 

■ I AM writing to you as a Prospective Parliamentary 
Candidate at the forthcoming election for the Kens¬ 
ington constituency in which I live. 

I am sure you will be aware of plans by the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea for the Warwick 
Road Estate, in which I and another 200 plus people 
live (116 households) in a very settled and long es¬ 
tablished community in your constituency. 

One of the four options the Royal Borough is con¬ 
sidering is a plan to demolish all our homes and scat¬ 
ter the community to ‘who knows where’! This is 


Option 4. And there are other viable options where 
we would keep our homes, 

I have been asked by many of the residents to write 
to you to ask if you will commit, as part of your elec¬ 
tion pledge, to oppose the demolition of our homes 
as contained in Option 4. 

When I have received your reply, and those of your 
opponents in the election who I am also writing to, I 
will circulate them to all the residents of the estate so 
that they can make their decisions on how to cast their 
ballot on May 7. 

I know as a candidate you will more than under¬ 
stand the huge stress and anxiety the proposed loss of 
our homes is to our community in Kensington - par¬ 
ticularly the elderly, disabled and more vulnerable 



residents. With this in mind, I look forward to an early 
reply so your views can be shared with your voters on 
what is for us, a pivotal aspect in how we will choose 
to vote on May 7th. 

Annie Redmile 
Chesterton Square W8 

Slow broadband 

■ IF, like me, you think that your broadband connec¬ 
tion is sometimes a little slow, you are not imagining 
things. A recent House of Lords’ report reveals that 
London suffers from a slower broadband service com¬ 
pared to other European capitals. 

In fact, London has slumped to 26th place in the 
league of European capital broadband speeds. It takes 
three times as long to download a document in Lon¬ 
don than it does in Paris. Tiny Rekjavik, the capital 
of Iceland has a download speed twice as fast as Lon¬ 
don, and even the capital of the former communist 
state of Romania “contrasted drastically”, according 


to the report’s authors. London does not perform well 
even within the UK, and was in an astonishing 38th 
place in the top 40 of British cities and towns. 

London is one of the major communications hubs in 
the world, as well as being a leading global centre for 
financial services. If we want to maintain and enhance 
this status we need action. When the Mayor of Lon¬ 
don held a summit with major internet companies last 
summer, they agreed to set up an advisory group to 
promote super-fast connections across the capital. But 
we need the Mayor, the Government and local author¬ 
ities to work together with each other and with com¬ 
munications network suppliers to tear down the 
barriers to investment in faster services in London. 

The Chairman of the House of Lords Committee 
that wrote the report, Baroness Morgan rightly de¬ 
scribed the internet as being “as important to our fu¬ 
ture economic success as electricity was in the past.” 
The future lies online and we have to equip ourselves 
with a broadband speed that will allow us to thrive. 

Syed Kamall 
MEP for London 


Concerts at the Royal Hospital 


THE Royal Hospital 
Chelsea has announced that 
it will host a special concert 
series within the historic 
home of the Chelsea Pen¬ 
sioners this June. 

‘Live At Chelsea’ will take place 
in a fully seated auditorium in Fig¬ 
ure Court, the Royal Hospital 
Chelsea’s central courtyard, on 
three consecutive nights. 

Major General David McDowall 
CBE, Lieutenant Governor and 
Chief Executive Officer of the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea, said: “We 
are very much looking forward to 
welcoming music fans into the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea this sum¬ 
mer, especially those who have 
not visited this historical home be¬ 
fore. 

“A portion of the ticket sale pro¬ 
ceeds will go towards funding the 
care of the Chelsea Pensioners, as 
well as the ongoing maintenance 
of the Grade I listed site. 

“All who manage to get tickets 


are guaranteed to experience a 
very special evening.” 

Friday, June 12th will see Rufus 
Wainwright perform at Live At 
Chelsea. Rufus has established 
himself as one of the great male 
vocalists and songwriters 
of his generation 
working in the 
world of Opera as 
well as collabo¬ 
rating with 

artists such as 
Robbie 
Williams, Elton 
John, David 

Byrne, Boy 

George, Joni 
Mitchell, Pet Shop 
Boys and producer 
Mark Ronson. 

The following night (Satur¬ 
day, June 13th) Irish singer song¬ 
writer Damien Rice will perform 
his only London show of the sum¬ 
mer, in support of his hugely suc¬ 
cessful third album ‘My Favourite 
Faded Fantasy’ his first new re¬ 
lease in eight years. 


The final Live At Chelsea show 
for 2015 on Sunday, June 14th 
will feature Alison Moyet, playing 
her only London show of the 
Summer. Alison (pictured)re- 
turned to her electro roots when 
she released her eighth solo 
album ‘the minutes’ to crit¬ 
ical acclaim in 2013, fol¬ 
lowed by the live 
album ‘minutes & 
seconds’ in 2014. 
This gig will place 
‘the minutes’ centre 
stage and focus on 
the significant elec¬ 
tronic material in her 
back catalogue. 
Tickets for Live At 
Chelsea and exclusive 
hospitality packages are on 
sale 9am Friday 27 February from 
www.liveatchelsea.com, 
www.seetickets.com and www.tic 
ketmaster.com. The ticket hotline 
is 0844 871 8803. 

Friends and supporters of the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea are eligi¬ 
ble to buy priority tickets. 



We want to hear from you... 

It's not just the big stories that happen in London that we 
want to hear about. 

There's a brilliant community spirtit in Central and West 
London. If you help to run a local organisation make sure 
your events are featured in our newspapers. 


FREE EYE TEST 


Valid for one test on or before 30 June 2015. Present voucher at time of test. Cannot 
be exchanged for cash, used with other vouchers or redeemed by customers already 
entitled to a free NHS-funded eye test. One per person, at named Specsavers stores 
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Book an eye test at specsavers.co.uk 
or call 0800 0680 241 



Free varifocal lenses: Cannot be used with other offers. £69-£125 and Boss Orange ranges: include 1.5 PENTAX standard 
varifocal lenses. £149 Fineform and Rimless ranges: include 1.6 PENTAX standard varifocal lenses. All lenses are scratch- 
resistant. Extra Options available at an additional charge. Subject to suitability. SKU 25664270. ©2014 Specsavers. All 
rights reserved. 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Are you US Citizen or a Green card holder living in UK? Are 
you British Citizen who had worked in the United States 
during the last calendar now moved back to UK 
permanently or received any US base related income Are 
you confused if you still have a US Tax Filing or FATCA 
Filing Requirement? 

Below are answers to some of most common questions with regards to US tax 
filings and FATCA informational forms filing requirement. 

I am an American living and working in United Kingdom. Do I need to file a 
US tax return? 

All US Citizens and Green card holders are required to file a US return, no matter 
where they live, as long as their income earned in the USA and abroad (UK/other 
foreign country) is just over $9,350 (roughly about £5600). Many expatriates 
wrongly assume that because they live and work in the UK they only owe taxes to 
HMRC and do not owe any taxes to Internal Revenue Service (IRS) in the USA. 
There are other group of people who have some financial background knowledge, 
who wrongly assume as an expatriate they are eligible to claim the foreign earned 
income exclusion which is around ($99,200) and with their income level being 
below this threshold limit they do not have to file US tax return. It's an partially 
correct understanding that you would not owe taxes under certain circumstances, 
However in order to claim the valid exclusions and foreign tax credits you still 
definitely have an US tax filing obligation. So do not be under wrong impression 
just because your taxes would be zero, you do not have to have to file your US tax 
return. 

I am a British/Foreign National worked in USA last year/ received some US 
related income. Do I need to file a US tax return? 

If you're an foreign national worked in the USA during the past calendar tax year 
and have moved backed to your home country permanently now or if you received 
any US source related income (i.e. rental real estate, Share vest income, Dividends, 
royalties etc.) you may be subject to US tax filing requirement if you meet the 183 
days presence test which is often referred to as Substantial Presence Test (SPT) or 
Green card test. In addition if you received $3,950 or more of effectively connected 
income from US trade or business, you have a US tax filing requirement. Other 
circumstances includes, If you had any wrong tax withholding by your USA based 
withholding agents on your royalty and other source income, it may be worth filing 
an US tax return to claim the refund for excess tax withholding by reporting the 
income and claiming the appropriate tax treaty benefits between US and UK. It's 
recommended to take tax advice on the treaty claims reporting. 

I already pay taxes in the UK. Can I take the benefit of these taxes paid via 
PAYE and Self-Assessment on my US tax return? 

Yes, certainly you can, tax you owe to the US on foreign income can be 
substantially reduced or even zero if you have already been taxed on the same 
income in your country of residence. You can claim these paid taxes as foreign tax 
credits on your 1040 Federal return. 

However a careful tax planning needs to be done by expatriates who are US citizens 
and Green card holders who are not employed individuals and who run their own 
limited company or partnership with directorship, shareholding positions. Self- 
employed individuals run a much higher risk of being double taxed and you should 
contact an international tax professional tax advisors for optimal structure of your 
entity set up claim the appropriate treaty position and elections (Entity 
classification/Check the box elections) to avoid double taxation of same income 
being taxed by different countries 

What are the filing status options available to file my tax return in the US? 
For US Citizens/Green Card holders/Resident Aliens 

• Single 

• Married Filing Separate (MFS) 

• Married Filing Joint (MFJ) 

• Head of Household (HOH) 

You can claim personal exemption here for yourself and your dependents who have 
an valid: 

Social Security (SSN)/ 

Individual Tax Identification Number (ITIN) 


Foreign Nationals/Non-Resident Aliens 

• Single 

• Other married non resident 

You can only claim one personal exemption for taxpayer only and cannot claim 
dependent personal exemptions like with other tax return filing. 

I am an American married to British National. Can I claim my spouse as my 
dependent on my tax return, if I opt to file Married filing joint tax (MFJ) return? 
Yes, certainly you can if this would be an optimal tax filing option with your 
income levels, if you are married to foreign national and if your spouse is not 
eligible to get an Social Security Number (SSN) then you got to apply for 
Individual Tax Identification Number (ITIN) by filing a Form W-7 application 
along with tax return, however when you file the Form W-7 application your spouse 
foreign national identify proof document (i.e. passports) copy needs to be certified 
by an CAA (Certified Acceptance Agents) or the issuing authority. If you do not 
wish to use a CAA you will have to send the original passport along with 
application. The normal ITIN application processing time by the IRS is 6-8 weeks. 
What the difference between EIN and ITIN? 

EIN (Employer Identification Number) 

1. An EIN can be used to identify a business entity that is legally separate from 
yourself, such as your corporation, partnership or retirement plan. Generally, 
businesses need an EIN. However sole proprietor with no employees can use their 
ITIN or SSN as entity identification number. 

EIN Format Example: 98-XXXXXXX 

2. Form SS-4 needs to completed, no CAA verification of passport required 
3 EIN is required to operate business in US. 

ITIN (Individual Tax Identification Number) 

An ITIN, or Individual Taxpayer Identification Number, is a tax processing number 
only available for certain non-resident and resident aliens, their spouses, and 
dependents who cannot get a Social Security Number (SSN) 

ITIN Format Example : 9XX-88-XXXX 

ITIN application needs CAA verification of foreign status documents required, if 
not certified by issuing authority or if original passports not sent with ITIN 
application 

ITIN is required to file US tax return, Claim tax treaty benefit tax withholding 
claim via Form W8 BEN etc. 

What forms do I need to file with tax return as US Citizens or Foreign National? 
The listed ones are most common one. 

For US Citizens/Green Card holders/Resident Aliens 

• Form 1040 

(income/exemptions/credits/taxes) 

• Form 2555 (for foreign income exclusion) 

• Form 1116 (for foreign tax credit) 

• Form 8938 (FATCA since 2011 tax year 
if (financial assets value exceeds limits) 

Foreign Nationals/Non Resident Aliens (NRA) 

• Form 1040NR 

• Form 8833 (for treaty claim) 

Apart from above listedforms what other forms I need to report/file when is 
the due date, what are the penalty charges for not filing this form on time? 

Form Number Who needs to file Due Date Penalty for not filing 

Form 4868 Extension time to file tax 15th April If you owe tax on 1040 

return by 15th October 15th Junelate filing penalty 
applies on 1040 tax return 

Fincenll4/FBAR Foreign Bank Account 30th June Minimum penalty of $ 10,000 
Reporting/FATCA every year or up to 50% maximum 
Reporting balancein foreign bank. 

This filing is required if accounts. If this action was 
combined total balance wilfully done by taxpayer then 
at all of the foreign bank criminal procedures applies 
accounts exceeds $10,000 or more. 


Form 3520/3520A Foreign Trust Reporting 15th March $10,000 plus interest 
15th September and penalty for taxes 
(Extended) due (if any) 

Form 5471 U.S Person with Foreign To be filed when $10,000 plus interest 
Corporation (i.e. for the tax return is due and penalty to taxes 
example US Citizens due (if any). 

With 10% or more shareholding in UK incorporated 
Ltd Company or partnership. 

Form 1040 US Personal Tax Return 15th April. If you owe any taxes 

15th June (if living interest, penalties, outside of US) late filing 
penalty charges are applicable. 

Form 1040/NR Non-Resident Tax 15th October 

Return Filing extended deadline date 
What is this FATCA all about now? 

FATCA Stands for Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA). In order to help 
IRS to track those Americans who are not reporting their foreign income, IRS and 
the US Treasury have recently instituted a number of informational forms that must 
be filed. FATCA law requires all foreign financial institutions banks, brokers, 
pension funds, insurance companies, hedge funds, mutual funds, trusts to report to 
the IRS holdings of their clients who are US persons. This will come into force on 
January 1, 2014 and will allow the IRS to cross-check between reports of foreign 
financial institutions and individual filings of tax returns. Institutions that do not 
comply will have a 30% withholding tax imposed on all transactions concerning 
US securities. In addition, FATCA will require that any foreign company not listed 
on a stock exchange or any foreign partnership which has 10% U.S. ownership to 
report to the IRS the names and tax I.D. number (TIN) of any US owner. 

I’m US citizen moved to UK long time ago. I had no clue about my US tax 
filing requirements. I’m way behind my tax filings, FBAR filings. What do I 
do now? 

Well the good news is, if have not been contacted by the IRS in the past and in all 
honesty if your actions were not wilful to declare your income or information 
returns, then IRS has come with a new Foreign Offshore Streamlined Filing Process 
scheme With this filing procedure you got to take these actions as listed below to 
avoid heavy penalties and criminal proceedings for non-compliance. 

1) File your last 3 years US tax returns including all informational returns. 

2) File your last 6 years Foreign Bank Account Reporting Information. 

3) Sign a non-wilful conduct certification explaining your valid reason for late 
filing. 

Once you are back on the IRS compliance system, it is your responsibility that you 
do not miss your tax filings in the future. Good Luck! 

The above FAQ should be of help to US citizens living abroad. The article is an 
overview of US tax filing and additional FATCA reporting forms awareness, US tax 
are complex, each individual filing and reporting requirements varies based on the 
complexity of income level, tax treaty position etc. If you are unsure of the 
reporting requirement, please seek professional advice. 

This article is contributed by Kader Jawali Ameen, EA. US Expatriate Tax 
specialist, founder of Tax And Accounting Hub. Prior to joining TAH Kader worked 
for Big 4 Accountancy firms based in India, Macau, Hong Kong and London, in his 
14 years of US tax experience he has dealt with handling Complex US personal tax 
compliance issuesfor leading investment bank employees, private HNW clients, 
recently in the past 2 years he has helped many expatriates with the delinquent tax 
return and streamlined Foreign Offshore Filing procedure and compliance work. 
Kader is also one of CAA(Certified Acceptance Agent) approved by IRS based in 
London, who can assist individuals with Form W-7 ITIN Application, Form W8 
BEN. 

Kader Ameen can be reached by Email: kader@taxandaccountinghub.com. 
Direct phone line: +447914 393 183. Visit www.Taxandaccountinghub.com 

if you need US tax return assistances. 
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TAX & ACCOUNTING HUB 

Your Local US/UK TAX SPECIALIST 

Need Tax Assistance? 


l/l/e can help with: 

- US 1040 Personal Tax Filing - Individual Tax Identification Number (ITIN) Application Assistance. 

- IRS Certified Acceptance Agents (CAA) - I.D. verification service for Form W-7. 

- US FATCA Compliance Service 

- Foreign Bank Account Form Filing for US Citizens and Green Card Holders. 

- Delinquent /Streamlined Foreign Offshore filing for US Citizens. - UK Self-Assessment Tax Filing. 

- US/UK Tax Planning. UK Ltd Company Formation, Payroll Services 
We are team of qualified US/UK tax consultants with prior big 4 experience. 

Contact us: 

M: 44(0)7914 393 183 T: 44(0)20 3286 6445 
Email: lnfo@taxandaccountinghub.com Website: www.taxandaccountinghub.com 
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All our news is now online 


CUTTY 

SARK 

STUDIO 

THEATRE 


A unique studio theatre situated in Cutty Sark's cargo hold 



THE MAN 
WHO LEFT 
THE TITANIC 

Sat 28 March 
l&T £15 



THE 

UNREMARKABLE 
DEATH OF 
MARILYN MONROE 

Mon 13 April 
£15 


ROBIN INCE Reality Tunnel Presented by Laldn McCarthy | Mon 30 March / £15 
CHARLIE BICKNELL No Angel I Fri 17 April / £15 
WENDY COPE One Wedding and a Funeral | Sun 19 April / £15 


BOOK NOW rmg.co.uk/studiotheatre 
020 8312 6608 (10am-4pm) 


ROYAL 

MUSEUMS 

GREENWICH 


D /cuttysarkgreenwich 
Q @cuttysark 


CUTTY SARK 

GREENWICH 


M ORE than 30,000 copies of 
the London Weekly 
News group of communi- 
uty newspaers are distributed with 
demand increasing every week. 

But for those who are unable to 
get to one of our distribution 
points throughout central and 
West London, all our news and ad¬ 
vertisement content is now acces¬ 
sible online. 

This week we launch our website 
with up-to-date content available 
at one minute past midnight every 
Tuesday. 

You will be able to peruse all the 
pages in all four LWN editions - 
the London Weekly News, the 
Kensington & Chelsea News, the 
Westminster & Pimlico News and 
the Fulham Chronicle. 

You will be able to read all the 
news and features in all titles, see 
details of all 30 titles published by 
our parent company, Tindle News¬ 
papers Limited, which attract 


nearly one million readers every 
week and also see where copies of 

the London Weekly News are 

available. 

There is a special section where 
you can meet our staff and contact 
us and also view public notices 
from local authorities and govern¬ 
ment agencies. 

Joint managing director Karen 
Sheppard commented: “All the 
news, features and advertising 
content in our newspapers are 
now available 24 hours a day from 
anywhere in the world, accessible 
on your computer, laptop and mo¬ 
bile phone.” 

There is also a direct link to the 
official website of the Portobello 
and Golborne Market, which this 
year is celebrating its 150th an¬ 
niversary. 

Watch out for future develop¬ 
ments on our website which will 
include a free page for all commu¬ 
nity organisations. 


www.londonweeklynews.co.uk 
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Portobello 
& Golborne 


£ 


M A RK E T 

**«*e*mt** 

Celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of the 
Portobello & Golborne 
Market in Notting Hill 
For full details go to the 
website 

www.shopportobello.co.uk 

Supported by The Portobello & 
Golborne Management 
Committee 
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What comes next for 




THE paper serving ROYAL London 


SPECIAL 


Prince Harry? 


AFTER HIS DECISION TO QUIT THE ARMY - WILL 
THE LADS'BE HARRY'S NEXT CHALLENGE? 


By Geoff Baker 

P RINCE Harry is considering a pio¬ 
neering new job option, heading up a 
Help For Heroes-style task force for 
the Commonwealth. 

Following his decision to quit the Army, the sol¬ 
dier prince is planning his future and royal-watch¬ 
ers are predicting that it most probably lies where 
his heart is - a commitment never to forget his 
comrades in arms. 

Harry has already won much respect for his work 
to champion Help For Heroes. But the popular 
charity works only to help UK Servicemen and 
women who have been left wounded, sick or psy¬ 
chologically-damaged by serving in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

Now pundits believe Harry is poised to expand 
the acclaimed role of Help For Heroes by heading 
up a global charity that would aim to help dam¬ 
aged Servicemen and women from all of the Com¬ 
monwealth’s 53 member states. 

An ambitious such move would meet with the 


approval of The Queen, who has always been keen 
on an inclusive policy with the Commonwealth, 
which she herself has long championed throughout 
her reign. 

TURN to page 3 


■ A THOUGHTFUL Prince Harry is pictured 
this week at the launch of Walking With The 
Wounded - Walk of Britain 2015. 

The Prince, who is Patron of the charity to 
support and help re-integrate wounded 
ex-service personnel into civilian life, 
announced at the launch, at the Mandarin 
Oriental Hotel in Knightsbridge, that he will 
join the 1,000 mile expedition, which starts 
in Scotland on August 22nd and ends in Lon¬ 
don on October 31st. 

Prince Harry said:"The public's support for 
our Armed Forces continues to be extraordi¬ 
nary. 

"However, as the memory of our military 
commitments in Iraq and Afghanistan fade, 
we must encourage people to continue 
supporting our servicemen and women; 
particularly those who are seeking to 
transition into civilian life. 

"This process can be challenging, as it is for 
anyone seeking a new career. As I make this 
transition myself. I'm determined to do all I 
can to help others." 


Specialists in used 

Herman Miller Aerons chairs 

londonaerons.co.uk 

Office Hours - 0207 639 7771 (option 1) 
Weekends or Evenings - 07973 540 289 


We buy Herman Miller Aeron Chairs 
London's best buyer of Aeron chairs 
1-1000+ chairs wanted! 

Any condition Good, Bad or Broken 
We will buy ANY Aeron chair 

(We also buy any other quality office chairs and furniture) 
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Could a Help for Heroes role be on the cards? 


Prince Harry takes time to consider his future 


FROM page 13 

It would also be favoured by Prince Charles, who 
is putting his immediate family “ducks in a row” 
in preparation for his time as King and the “new 
monarchy” which he plans for when he takes the 
throne. 

It is well known that Charles plans a new, more- 
visibly-caring monarchy representing the issues 
that mean most to him. He has given himself the 
key role of leading on environmental issues, 
Prince William has been delegated the as-impor- 
tant task of championing conservation and youth 
work and the Duchess of Cornwall and the 
Duchess of Cambridge have taken on the causes 
of Britain’s needy and disadvantaged. 

It would fit perfectly with “the new plan” for 
Harry to now expand the work for heroes, espe¬ 
cially because so many Commonwealth Service¬ 
men have been injured and left in need of help by 
their countries’ involvement in the increasing 
number of conflicts of recent years. 

Continue his good work 

Heading up some sort of Help For Heroes Inter¬ 
national as a civilian would not only be supported 
around the world, it would also allow Harry to 
continue his good work without being frustrated 
and fettered by the politics at the Ministry of De¬ 
fence. 

Earlier this year Harry took on a new Army post¬ 
ing when he joined the London District’s Person¬ 
nel Recovery Unit, which supports injured and 
damaged Servicemen trying to return to duty or 
adapt civilian life. 

But the posting must have been a frustration to 
him because although Harry served two tours in 
Afghanistan and understands the reality of war¬ 
fare, the MoD is at odds with that reality. Help For 


Heroes, which is closely involved with the work 
of the Personnel Recovery Unit, argues that some 
75,000 of the 220,560 Servicemen and women 
who served in Iraq and Afghanistan are in need of 
help. 

However, The Ministry of Defence says “it does 
not recognise these figures” and that head-in-the- 
sand denial by civil service deskmen must have 
been a bitter disappointment to those, like Harry, 
who know that there is more work to be done than 
is bureaucratically-recognised. 

“If you look at the future jobs that are available 
to him, it all points to him continuing his passion 
to keep on campaigning for his comrades,” said 
one royal-watcher. 

“Quite a number of ex-Servicemen go into The 
City, well he’s not going to do that is he? That 
would paint a dreadful picture of the monarchy 
and besides it’s not the sort of thing that he or any 
of his immediate family stand for. 

“Equally, no matter how much any Government 
might like him to, he’s not going to take up a new 
job as some sort of roving ambassador for British 
trade relations because he’s got far more to give 
than just schmoozing businessmen at embassy re¬ 
ceptions. He would be bored stiff. 

“It’s much more likely that Harry will follow his 
heart and his heart lies with his old Service mates; 
‘the lads’, as he calls them. Harry cares desper¬ 
ately about those who have been damaged by war 
in which he also served, he’s always writing to rel¬ 
atives of the fallen and to understand his attitude 
there you only need to look at what he said when 
the bureaucrats tried to prevent him serving in the 
front line.” 

On that occasion, when authorities were resisting 
Harry’s posting to the war zone, he kicked up with 
a fierce independence worthy of his father and 



memorably said: “There’s no way I’m going to put 
myself through Sandhurst and then sit on my arse 
back home while my boys are out fighting for their 
country”. 

The operative words were “my boys” and they 
revealed the great loyalty to the troops that he fur¬ 
ther revealed three years ago when he received an 
award in the USA for his work helping injured and 
damaged Servicemen and women to recover and 
adjust. 


In accepting the award he dedicated it “the guys” 
and tellingly added: “The very least we owe them 
is that they and their families have everything they 
need for their darkest days - we must be there for 
our Servicemen and women and their families, 
standing shoulder-to-shoulder with them always”. 

It was the “always” in his speech that points most 
to the Harry’s future now. Here is a prince pledged 
never to forget his mates. 



■ IN LIGHTER MOOD: On Thursday of this week Prince Harry was at Bagshot to watch the 
England Rugby team in training Photo: REX 


WHERE TO SEE YOUR 
FAVOURITE ROYAL 


FULL details of future and recent events in the 
ever-busy diaries of the many members of The 
Royal Family are available from the official 
website www.royal.gov.uk but here’s the Lon¬ 
don schedule for the week ahead for Where To 
See A Royal. 

• Tuesday March 24th 
The Duke of Edinburgh, as Patron of Action 
Medical Research, will hold a reception at 
Buckingham Palace. 

The Duchess of Gloucester, as Patron of Sue 
Ryder Thorpe House Hospice Appeal, will at¬ 
tend a dinner at St James’s Palace. 


The Earl of Wessex, as Trustee of the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s International Award Foundation, 
will hold a development group meeting at 
Buckingham Palace. 

• Thursday March 26th 
The Prince of Wales and the Duchess of 
Cornwall, as joint presidents of Elephant Fam¬ 
ily, will host a reception to launch the Travels 
With My Elephant rickshaw race at Clarence 
House. 

The Earl of Wessex, as Trustee of the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award, will attend a breakfast 
meeting at The Savoy Hotel. 


• Wednesday March 25th 
The Duke of Edinburgh, as Patron, will attend 
receptions at St James’s Palace for young peo¬ 
ple who have achieved the gold standard of the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. 

The Duke of Edinburgh, as honorary member 
of the Smeatonian Society of Civil Engineers, 
will attend a dinner at Great George Street 
SW1. 


The Earl of Wessex, as Patron of Northern 
Ballet, will hold a lunch at Buckingham Palace 
and will attend a performance at Sadler’s Wells 
Theatre EC1. 

• Tuesday March 31st 
The Princess Royal, as chair of the Interna¬ 
tional Olympic Committee Nomination Com¬ 
mission, will hold a dinner at Buckingham 
Palace. 


The Earl of Wessex, as Trustee of the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award, will hold a dinner at Buck¬ 
ingham Palace. 


The Duke of Kent, as Patron of The Hanover 
Band, will attend the Royal Mars den Benefit 
Concert at St Andrew’s Church EC4. 
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Celebrity ambassadors welcome Her Majesty 


The Queen visits Battersea Dogs’ Home 
- but can’t be tempted by another corgi 


S ADLY for Beama the corgi, there 
were no royal takers when The 
Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh 
visited Battersea Dogs and Cats Home last 
week. 

Eleven-year-old Beama has been in the Battersea 
kennels for a week waiting for a new owner, and 
on Tuesday the ideal one turned up. 

So he was dressed up in a Union Jack and exhib¬ 
ited on a cushion in prime position as Battersea’s 
celebrity ambassadors Paul O’Grady and Amanda 
Holden lobbied on his behalf. 

“You’re not tempted to take a corgi home 
Ma’am?” asked Amanda. 

“Not at the moment,” replied The Queen, as 
Beama slumped back onto the cushion in resigna¬ 
tion. 

The Queen was making her first visit to the dogs 
home since 1991 to open a wing of 56 new ken¬ 


nels to add to the 258 that the rescue centre oper¬ 
ates to home the capital’s unwanted pets. 

Although The Queen has owned 30 corgis, she 
now has just two, Holly and Willow, and dorgis 
Candy and Vulcan, and she has decided to have no 
more. 

“Her Majesty seemed fascinated by Beama but 
unfortunately she wasn’t in the market,” said Paul 
O’Grady. 

“He’s not snappy, he’s a really good-natured dog 
and if I didn’t already have five dogs myself I 
would be tempted to take him. 

“But now that he has met Her Majesty at least 
we can say that he is by Royal Appointment and 
put that on his kennel.” 

A spokesman for the dogs home said Beama was 
sure to be re-homed soon. 

“Now that he’s been photographed with The 
Queen, I’m sure he’ll be snapped up,” she said. 




■ HER MAJESTY The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh arrive for a private visit to Battersea 
Dogs and Cats Home 


Your essential guide to local schools, 
nurseries, colleges, 6th forms, holiday 
playschemes & much more. 
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SHOWBIZ SPECIAL 


Out There tour comes to the 02 and you could be there 


It's the greatest show on earth - and we've got a pair 
of tickets to be won by the luckiest reader of the year 

WIN tickets to see Macca! 


By Geoff Baker 

P AUL McCartney’s universally-ac¬ 
claimed, all-hits, rock and roll 
stormtrooper of a world tour is com¬ 
ing to the 02 in May - and it will mark his 
50th gig in the capital in the past 30 years. 

Macca’s two concerts at the 02 - on May 23rd 
and 24th - will be so sold-out by the time that he 
hits the stage there won’t be a spare seat in the 
house for even the Mayor of London. 

But you could be there - for the most magical 
music experience of your lifetime. 

The Paul McCartney show is like nothing you 
have ever seen before - a heart-pumping, tear-jerk- 
ing, foot-stomping, dance-making marathon of the 
greatest songs ever written. 

The sheer length of the hits-stacked set of 
Macca’s “Out There” tour smashes everything that 
has gone before it - some 39 songs spanning the 
entire career of the legend who is renowned as the 
chairman of the board of rock and roll. 

Classic after classic is faultlessly performed by 
Paul and his crack band in a show that stretches to 
almost three hours. 

The show includes at least 25 Beatles anthems 
along with hits from his Wings and solo periods, 
coming bang up to date with favourites from his ac¬ 
claimed latest studio album, “New”. 

The set at one of his recent gigs included: Get 
Back, Paperback Writer, Maybe I’m Amazed, 
Blackbird, Lovely Rita, Live And Let Die, We Can 
Work It Out, Back In The USSR, Magical Mystery 
Tour, Another Day, Everybody Out There, Helter 
Skelter, Eleanor Rigby, Let It Be, Hey Jude, Day 
Tripper and two hour’s worth more besides. 

Best-loved 

And, defying all previously-known limits of 
boundless energy, Macca never leaves the stage for 
a minute as he roars and soothes through a set of 
best-loved rock and ballads that, to date, has left al¬ 
most two million people all over the planet with a 
rock knight to remember for the rest of their lives. 

Paul’s leviathan “Out There” tour is now running 
in its second year, logging 64 shows and smashing 
box office records in 12 countries including the 
USA, Canada, Brazil, Chile, Peru, Uruguay, Italy 
and Poland. 

Now, as it gets “Out There” on the European leg 
of the tour which has already grossed more than 
£150 million, Paul is bringing his show home with 
just four UK nights, in London, Birmingham and 
Liverpool. 

Paul, currently enjoying global chart success with 
‘FourFiveSeconds’, a collaboration with Kanye 
West and Rihanna, has a special highlight to cele¬ 
brate at his home-coming - the 02 shows will co¬ 
incide with the 50th anniversary of one of the 
world’s most loved and most popular songs of all 
time, ‘Yesterday’. 

Although the exact writing dates remain uncer¬ 
tain, it will be 50 years this May since Paul finished 
writing the classic anthem and cross-generational 
song that continues to stand the test of time. 

He is first said to have composed the melody in a 
dream whilst living at Jane Asher’s family home in 
Wimpole Street, London. Famously, the working 
title of the song remained as ‘Scrambled Eggs’ for 
some time afterwards while Paul worked out the 
exact lyrics. In late May 1965, he finally completed 
the ‘Yesterday’ we all know and love today during 
a long drive on holiday in Portugal. 

Paul then began recording the track at Abbey 
Road on June 14th 1965 and it later appeared on 



The Beatles’ fifth studio album ‘Help! ’ The rest is 
music legend. Although originally not released as 
a single in the UK, ‘Yesterday’ went on to top the 
charts across the world including reaching the 
Number 1 spot on the US Billboard Hot 100. 

The song went on to win countless awards in¬ 
cluding the Ivor Novello Award for ‘Outstanding 
Song of 1965’. ‘Yesterday’ was also voted the 
‘Best Song of the 20th Century’ in a Radio 2 poll 
in 1999 and was the third most played song on US 
radio in the 20th century. Guinness World Records 
has even declared it to be the most covered song 
ever written, with over 2,200 versions of the song 
having been recorded around the world by 2013. 

Even Paul’s very own hero, Chuck Berry, has 
said ‘Yesterday’ is the one song he wishes he had 
written himself. 

Speaking about the anniversary, Paul said, 

“I’m often never aware of these anniversaries 
until someone points it out. People always say to 
me ‘hey, did you know it was 30 years since this 
and 30 years since that’, so it’s impossible to stay 
on top of it all. 

“But I never need an excuse to celebrate so it’s 
always nice to hear! For me it’s a happy coinci¬ 
dence that The 02 show falls at this time. 

“It’s great that people all over the world reacted 


so well to the song, it’s all you can hope for! It 
feels like it has taken on a life of its own over the 
years. 

“The song still is and always has been an impor¬ 
tant part of our live show. It’s always very emo¬ 
tional for me to hear crowds singing it so loudly 
at my concerts and I’m looking forward to singing 
it along with the audience at the 02 in May.” 

The concerts at The 02 Arena also mark another 
special career moment for Paul as the first will be 
his 50th solo performance in the UK’s capital 
since appearing at Live Aid in 1985. 

Iconic venues 

Since then, Paul has performed in a number of 
London’s most iconic venues and locations in¬ 
cluding The 100 Club, Royal Albert Hall, Earl’s 
Court, Electric Ballroom, St James’s Palace, The 
Mean Fiddler, the ICA, Roundhouse, Battersea 
Power Station, Hyde Park, the Olympic Stadium 
and Buckingham Palace. His most recent London 
performance was in 2013 when he played a pop¬ 
up show in Co vent Garden’s Piazza. 

It is also fitting that Paul celebrates his 50th 
London solo performance at The 02. As well as 
playing there twice previously in 2009 and 2011, 
Paul used the Millennium Dome (as it was then 
known) as a rehearsal space in 2004 for his mas¬ 


sive stadium ’04 Summer Tour’ which ended with 
Paul’s headlining performance at Glastonbury, 
widely-agreed to be one of the festival’s greatest- 
ever nights. 

And now you can be there at another iconic 
evening on Sunday May 2nd. 

For your chance to win a night at the gig of the 
year, simply answer this question and email your 
answer to: 

competitions @ londonweekly ne ws .co .uk 

(Don’t forget to include your name and phone number). 



I McCartney's 
UBeatle bass 7 
was made by: 

A. Fender 

B. Gibson 

C. Hofner 

he pair of tickets 
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>aul McCartney's 
02 show on 
unday May 2nd. 
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The food and 
drink page for 
West London 


Be a happy Easter feaster 


By Keeley Bolger 

T HE UK splashes out around 
£365million every year on Easter 
eggs. It's big business. In fact, in 
2014, we scoffed 92 million Cadbury 
Creme Eggs, while Thorntons are cur¬ 
rently re-stocking their shelves with some 
three million Harry Hopalot chocolate 
bunnies. 

But if your favourite egg has already 
flown off the shelves, or you've had your 
fill of chocolate, you could try making 
some alternative sugary hits instead. 

I headed over to the Good Housekeep¬ 
ing Institute in Soho’s St Anne’s Court, 
for a masterclass with cook Cher Loh, 
who is prepared to teach me and a batch 
of other merry bakers, how to whizz up 
some Easter biscuits. 

He reassured us they were "easy to 
make" - made even easier by the fact that 
Loh has already mixed up and chilled 
some dough. 

After rolling some out on the work sur¬ 
face, I'm was just about to hastily shove 
my biscuit-cutter into the middle when 
Loh stopped me. 

"Start from the edge of dough, so you 
get as many biscuits as possible from it," 
he advisesd. 

After cutting out all our biscuits, they 
were arranged on parchment and re¬ 
chilled, before baking in the oven and 
then being left to cool. 

Next came the fun part - decorating. 
With a steady hand and using a tasteful 
palette of three pastel colours, Loh piped 
neat lines, squiggles and lattices onto 
each of his biscuits. They looked like ed¬ 
ible works of art when he had finished. 

But with a stack of errands to run and a 
tendency to become impatient with bak¬ 
ing, I stuck with a simple pink squiggle, 
yellow line and pale blue zig-zag on 
mine. 

They looked a little childlike compared 
to Loh's (and the other bakers in the 
class), who hd carefully piped their 
names, Easter messages and woodland 
creatures onto theirs. 

Still, it's the effort that counts, right? 
And while baking biscuits from scratch 
had taken a bit more effort than my usual 
supermarket dash, I'm pleased to report 
that my batch was met with approval 
from my colleagues the next day. 

To try your hand at making your own 
Easter treats, here are two recipes from 
the Good Housekeeping Institute... 




■ DISPENSING ADVICE: Cher Loh at 
the Good Housekeeping Institute in 
Soho 


ICED EASTER BISCUITS 

(Makes 10) 

75g unsalted butter, softened, plus extra 

to grease 

lOOg caster sugar 

40g condensed milk 

1 medium egg, beaten 

Finely grated zest of 1/2 orange or 1/2 

lemon 

l/2tsp baking powder 

200g plain flour, plus extra to dust 

Pinch of salt 

For the icing: 

lOOg icing sugar 

Food colouring pastes 

Ribbon, to decorate (optional) 

Put the butter, sugar and condensed 
milk into a large bowl. Mix with a 
wooden spoon until pale and fluffy. Next, 
beat in the egg a little at a time, then add 
the zest, followed by the baking powder, 
flour and a pinch of salt. Bring together 
with your hands, then wrap in cling film 
and chill for 30 minutes. 

Lightly grease two large baking sheets 
with butter. Lightly flour a work surface 
and roll out the dough to 5mm thick. 
Stamp out Easter shapes, re-rolling the 
trimmings. 

Arrange the biscuits on the prepared 
sheets. If you later want to thread a rib¬ 
bon through the top, make a 5mm hole in 
each biscuit with a skewer. Chill for 15 
minutes. 

Preheat the oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 
4. Bake the biscuits for 10-12 minutes 
until lightly golden. Loosen with a palette 
knife, then transfer them to a wire rack to 
cool completely. 

For the icing, sift icing sugar into a 
bowl and add just enough water to make 
a thick, spreadable icing. Divide among 
small bowls and add colouring to each as 
needed. Pipe or spread over the biscuits 
and leave to set. If you like, you can 
thread ribbons through the biscuits and 
hang them up. 


HOT CROSS BUNS 

(Makes 12) 

300g strong white bread flour, plus extra 
to dust 

ltsp mixed spice 

25g cold unsalted butter, cut into cubes, 
plus extra to grease 
50g caster sugar 
Finely grated zest of 1/2 lemon 
lx7g sachet fastaction dried yeast 
170ml semi-skimmed milk, plus a dash 
more if needed 
1 medium egg 

75g sultanas or mixed fruit for the cross 
topping 

ltbsp plain flour 
l/2tsp salt 

ltbsp golden syrup, to glaze 

Put the strong flour, mixed spice, butter 
and half a teaspoon of salt into a food 
processor, and pulse until the mixture re¬ 
sembles fine breadcrumbs. Alternatively, 
rub the butter into the flour mixture using 
your fingers. 

Add the sugar, lemon zest and yeast and 
pulse again (or stir) to combine. Empty 
the mixture into a large bowl and make a 
well in the centre. Gently heat the milk 
until it's just warm, then add the milk and 
egg to the flour bowl and stir quickly to 
make a soft dough. If the mixture feels 
too dry, you can add a little more cold 
milk. 

Dust a work surface with flour, then 
knead the dough for five minutes or until 
elastic. Transfer dough to a large, lightly 
greased bowl, cover with cling film, and 
leave in a warm place to rise for one hour. 

Transfer the dough to a work surface 
and knead in the sultanas (you may need 
to flour the work surface again). 

Return the dough to the bowl, cover 
with cling film and leave to rise for 30 
minutes. 



Lightly grease a baking sheet with but¬ 
ter. Turn the dough out onto a floured 
work surface and divide into 12 equal 
pieces. Shape each into a ball, then flatten 
slightly. Arrange the balls on the baking 
sheet, spacing them a little apart. Cover 
with a clean tea towel and leave to rise 
for 45 minutes. 

Preheat the oven to 220C/200C fan/gas 
7. To make the cross topping, put the 
flour into a small bowl and mix in just 
enough cold water to give it a smooth, pi- 
peable consistency (about two table¬ 
spoons). Put the flour mixture into a 
piping bag (no need for a nozzle), snip off 
the tip and, working quickly, pipe a cross 
on top of each bun. 

Bake the buns for 15-18 minutes, or 
until golden and risen. As soon as they 
come out of the oven, brush with golden 
syrup. Then allow to cool completely on 
a wire rack - or eat warm with lashings of 
butter. 


MARK HIX'S RECIPE 
OF THE WEEK 

Thai 

asparagus soup 

Serves 4 

HIS soup is a great way to use up any excess asparagus you might 
have hanging around .If you would like to give it even more of an 
Asian flavour, add black fungus or shiitake mushrooms. 

250g asparagus with the woody ends trimmed (keep the offcuts for the 
broth) 

1 onion, peeled and roughly chopped 
1 small leek, washed and roughly chopped 

1 stick of lemon grass, roughly chopped 

2 lime leaves 

A small piece (about 20g) of root ginger or galangal 

3 cloves of garlic 

Stalks from Thai basil and coriander 
1.51trs of vegetable stock 
2tbsp Thai fish sauce 
For the garnish 

1 stick of lemon grass, outer leaves trimmed off, and finely chopped 

4 lime leaves 

A small piece of root ginger, peeled and shredded 

1 mild red chilli, seeded and sliced 

2 spring onions, trimmed 
and thinly sliced on the angle 

A few sprigs of Thai basil 
A few sprigs of coriander 
60g Oriental mushrooms - 
enoki or hon-shimeji 
Put the woody ends of the 
asparagus in a saucepan with 
the rest of the ingredients for 
the soup. Bring to the boil 
and simmer gently, skim¬ 
ming regularly, for 1 hour. 

Strain the soup through a 
fine-meshed sieve into a 
clean pan and season with 
salt and pepper. 

Now, take the asparagus 
and slice thinly on the angle. 

Add this and the other ingre¬ 
dients for the garnish to the 
pan. Simmer for a minute, 
then serve. 


Alternative sweet Easter treats 

• Personalised Easter Bunny Card, 

£11.50 (www.biscuiteers.com) 

Forget eggs and instead plump for this 
beautifully presented edible Easter 
card. You can add a personalised mes¬ 
sage onto the egg-shaped biscuit, 
which is flanked by a super cute bis¬ 
cuit bunny either side. 


• Lady Ba-1 

(www.co-operativefood.co .uk) 

Score serious brownie points with this baa- 
l rilliant Easter centrepiece. The marshmallow 

exterior means you need a sharp knife to cut 
through it, but the effort is rewarded with a 
pleasant sponge cake underneath. 


• 6 Mini Easter Egg Biscuits, £2.50 
(www.marksandspencer.com) 

These melt in the mouth cookies 
come topped off with sugary choco¬ 
late eggs. Their petite size makes 
them a perfect nibble with a cuppa. 
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Schools' news 


Pilot project to improve links between 
London primary schools and employers 


PIMLICO Primary was the venue this week 
for the launch of the Make the Grade pro¬ 
gramme in London to boost employer 
school links. 

Westminster is to be the pilot for the project before 
a London-wide offer is expanded in 2016. The 
Leeds-based Ahead Partnership created Make the 
Grade in 2004 and has been responsible for enhanc¬ 
ing the life chances of tens of thousands of young 
people in Yorkshire. 

Pimlico Primary comes under the umbrella of Fu¬ 
ture Academies, an educational charity committed to 
helping young people by setting them up with the 
best possible education. The school was chosen for 
the pilot because Lord 


Nash, chairman of Fu¬ 
ture Academies, is 
championing the role of 
employers and em¬ 
ployer-engagement in 
raising aspirations and 
achievement among 
young people. 

While the programme 
has previously focused 
on secondary school stu¬ 
dents, this new initiative 
in London will include 
primary school pupils 
for the first time. Future 
Academies will be 
working closely with 
Make the Grade to ex¬ 
tend their programmes 
for primary school chil¬ 
dren. 


LORD John Nash is 
Parliamentary 
Under Secretary of 
State for Schools 
and joined the 
House of Lords in 
January 2013. 

Lord Nash sup¬ 
ports several chari¬ 
ties for young 
people. In 2006, to¬ 
gether with his wife. 
Lady Nash, he 
founded Future 
Academies. 

Lord Nash is chair¬ 
man of Future Acad¬ 
emies and co-chair 
of governors of Pim¬ 
lico Academy. 


According to research, many children as young as 
eight will have already decided what careers or sub¬ 
jects are ‘not for them’; the Make the Grade pro¬ 
gramme will help with this. Ground-breaking in this 
programme will be the way in which employer en¬ 
gagement will be developed into the work schemes 
of lessons in the Future Academies primary schools. 

“What can be more important than the futures of 


our young people?” asked Lord Nash. 

“We have already seen the value of employer en¬ 
gagement programmes in the success of the pupils 
that attend Pimlico Academy and are delighted to be 
teaming with Make the Grade to extend this work to 
our primaries as well, and to other schools in West¬ 
minster.” 

“London schools are synonymous with innova¬ 


tion,” said Dr Jo Saxton, chief executive of Future 
Academies. “So we are delighted to be sharing im¬ 
pactful innovations with other schools in Westmin¬ 
ster. Future Academies is committed to developing 
pupils who are both knowledgeable and skilled and 
our place in this Westminster pilot reflects this. 

Stephanie Burras, CBE, founder the Ahead Part¬ 
nership, said: “We are indebted to Lord Nash and 
Pimlico Primary for embracing all that Make the 
Grade can offer the young people as well as the busi¬ 
nesses of Westminster.” 

Pimlico Academy in the 
top ten for pupil progress 

PIMLICO Academy is one of the best in the 
country for student progress at GCSE, re¬ 
ceiving national recognition for the value it 
adds to students 7 achievements at GCSE. 

SSAT, the Schools, Students and Teachers 
Network, recently undertook its annual in- 
depth analysis of Department for Education 
data on state-funded schools in England 
and identified Pimlico Academy's success. 

The school has won an SSAT Educational 
Outcomes Award, being in the top 10 per 
cent of schools for progress made by pupils 
between their key stage 2 results and their 
GCSE results. 

The school will receive the award at a spe¬ 
cial celebration ceremony at Holland Park 
School in London on May 12th. 



■ STEPHANIE Burras, founder of the Ahead 
Partnership talking to pupils at Pimlico Primary. 
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Council agrees to expansion 
of popular primary school 


KENSINGTON and Chelsea Council has agreed to 
expand and refurbish the heavily over-subscribed 
Colville Primary School. 

The 300-pupil primary, which lies just off the Por- 
tobello Road, is so popular that this year it received 
more than 200 applications for its 45 places, with 70 
per cent of pupils coming from the local community. 

Not only is it thriving as a school, Colville has also 
become something of a community hub. 

There are currently 34 after-school clubs including: 
stay and play facilities for children up to three years 
old, English language classes for parents, fitness 
classes, Tai Chi, an opera group and it is also an in¬ 
formation centre for the borough’s Credit Union. 

A council spokeswoman said: “Although plans are 
as yet embryonic the expansion and refurbishment 
scheme will certainly include remodelling the build¬ 
ings to enable expansion to two-form entry of 60 
pupils. 

“It is also likely to include general renovation and 
some alteration to classroom layouts to create larger, 
more flexible spaces and better specialist facilities. 
The project team will also be seeking to maintain and 
enhance Colville’s role as a community space.” 

Consultation with parents and local residents will 
begin next month. A further consultation will follow 
later in the year once firm options have been drawn 
up. Subject to planning permission it is hoped the 
scheme will be complete ready for the autumn term 
of 2018. 

Commenting on the Cabinet’s decision Colville 
headteacher, Jagdeep Birdi, said: “This is a vote of 
confidence in Colville’s massive improvement. More 
children than ever will be able to take advantage of 
the excellent education we provide.” 

Councillor Emma Will, Cabinet Member for Edu¬ 
cation and Libraries, added: “Colville is thriving and 
improving. We want to cement that progress and en- 


By Geoff Baker 

able more children to benefit from places in Royal 
Borough schools.” 

The plans for Colville are just the latest in a massive 
programme of school building and refurbishment tak¬ 
ing place throughout Kensington and Chelsea. 

• In 2010 the council opened the new Chelsea Acad¬ 
emy, in 2012 it unveiled the brand new Holland Park 
School building. In 2014 it opened the new Kensing¬ 
ton Aldridge Academy. 

It has also entirely rebuilt Middle Row Primary 
School which is now known as the Ark Brunei Acad¬ 
emy. Many other schemes are in the pipeline: a new 
building for Barlby Primary, a new school for chil¬ 
dren with special educational needs, a new building 
for Marlborough Primary and refurbishment and ex¬ 
pansion for Fox Primary. 



■ POPULAR: Colville Primary School 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 


MUSIC ★ THEATRE ★ REVIEWS 


Free tickets for Bugsy 
Malone at the newly 
reopened Lyric 

T HE LyricTheatre is reopening with the 
much-loved musical Bugsy Malone - 
and people living or working in Ham¬ 
mersmith and Fulham have the chance to 
see it for free. 

The theatre reopens in April after a multi¬ 
million pound redevelopment to tell the 
tale of gang warfare in Prohibition-era New 
York all with a young cast aged from nine to 
19 . 

The redevelopment is the Lyric's first 
major facelift in 35 years. It includes a new 
cafe and bar, toilets and a two-storey exten¬ 
sion which will be named the Reuben Foun¬ 
dation Wing in recognition of a generous 
grant from the Reuben brothers'charitable 
foundation. 

The new facilities will include drama, 
dance and recording studios, an editing 
suite, music practice rooms, a film and TV 
studio, a 50-seat cinema, a digital play- 
space, a sensory space for children with dis¬ 
abilities, props and costume stores, 
wardrobe and scenic workshops, as well as 
meeting and seminar rooms. 

Jessica Hepburn, executive director of the 
Lyric Hammersmith said: "I can't wait for 
people to come and see what we've done to 
the Lyric. I think they're going to be 
amazed. 

"There isn't going to be another produc¬ 
ing theatre in London quite like it and there 
will be no better place for young people 
and emerging artists to develop their cre¬ 
ative talent." 

The project is developing the site to the 
west of the existing building and has five 
main funders: Hammersmith and Fulham 
Council, the Arts Council England, the De¬ 
partment for Education, the Mayor of Lon¬ 
don and the Reuben Foundation. 

Building work began in 2012 and the de¬ 
sign was developed by the internationally 
acclaimed Rick Mather Architects, respon¬ 
sible for designing the Lyric's new entrance 
in the early 2000s and shortlisted for the 
RIBA Stirling Prize in 2010 for their work on 
the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford. 

The new, improved theatre, will reopen 
with the well-loved Bugsy Malone. Olivier 
award-winning director Sean Holmes and 
the cast will bring to life the first profes¬ 
sional production of the story in more than 
a decade. 

Set in Prohibition era New York, rival 
gangsters Fat Sam and Dandy Dan are at 
war with custard pies and 'splurge guns' as 
their weapons. Nice guy Bugsy Malone falls 
for aspiring singer Blousey Brown and ends 
up getting drawn into the gang warfare. 

Based on the book and the 1976 film by 
Alan Parker, it features all the popular 
songs including Fat Sam's Grand Slam, My 
Name is Tallulah, Bad Guys and Give a Little 
Love. 

The show runs at the LyricTheatre in King 
Street between April 11 and August 1. Tick¬ 
ets cost between £15 and £40 for the two 
and a half hour show. 

Free tickets are available for people who 
live or work in Hammersmith or Fulham for 
the opening night (April 11th). The give¬ 
away will take place on March 27th and 
28th. For more details visit www.lyric.co.uk 
or call 020 8741 6850. 


Stars coming out in the West End this spring 



■ IMELDA Staunton as Momma Rose 


T HE next few months are being tipped as a 
golden time for West End ticket sales as in¬ 
ternational stars of stage and screen tread 
the boards in London. With 14 major acting 
awards between them, Imelda Staunton, Damian 
Lewis, John Goodman and Bradley Cooper are 
bringing a touch of Hollywood to theatre land this 
spring. 

First to bring some glitz will be Imelda Staunton 
when she reprises her role as Momma Rose in The 
Chichester Festival Theatre's transfer of Gypsy to 
The Savoy. 

Best musical 

Staunton won a best actress Academy Award in 
2004 for her portrayal of the title character in the 
film Vera Drake and has also won no less than 
eight Olivier awards. Seen by many as the greatest 
of all the Broadway musicals, Gypsy tells of 
Rose's dreams of success for her daughters, and 
her hope of reflected glory alongside the difficul¬ 
ties of life on the stage. It was named as best mu¬ 
sical in January by the Critics Circle theatre 
awards and, with former Doctor Who Peter David¬ 
son also joining the cast, it promises to be the stuff 
of West End legend. 

Another star hoping to gain legendary stage sta¬ 
tus is Golden Globe and Emmy award-winning 
actor Damien Lewis. Lewis, famous for playing 
Sergeant Nicholas Brody in the multi award-win¬ 
ning TV series Homeland is set to return to the UK 
to star in American Buffalo at the Wyndham The¬ 


atre which opens on April 16th. David Mamet's 
classic play explores the lives of three small-time 
crooks, in a dark but comedic appraisal of greed 
and the honour among thieves. 

Golden Globe and Emmy-winning actor John 
Goodman will join Lewis alongside the Tony 
Award nominated Tom Sturridge. 

In a interview to promote the production Lewis 
said: "It will be an engaging, thought provoking 
and above all, I hope, entertaining play for all gen¬ 
erations." 

The much anticipated opening of the The Ele¬ 
phant Man takes place on May 19th. Following a 
highly-acclaimed, record-breaking run on Broad¬ 
way the play comes to the Theatre Royal Haymar- 
ket for a strictly limited 12-week season. 

Starring three-time Academy Award nominated 
Bradley Cooper this new production is based on 
the real life of Joseph Merrick. It tells the story of 
a 19th-century man who became a star of the trav¬ 
eling freak show circuit. Cooper credits the 1980 
film adaptation for inspiring his career. 

"When I was a kid I saw the movie and it made 
me want to be an actor, but I never in my wildest 
dreams thought that I would play him." 

Using no prosthetics the actor portrays Merrick's 
deformity through physicality, letting the audience 
imagine Merrick's appearance. 

The Broadway production broke box office 
records last year and looks set to do the same when 
it opens in the West End. 


Vote for your favourite show in 
the Olivier’s Audience Award 



■ MATILDA the Musical 



■ BILLY Elliott 


T HE great and good 
of theatre land will 
assemble at Co vent 
Garden's Royal Opera 
House on Sunday April 
12th for this year's Olivier 
Awards. 

Hosted by comedian 
Lenny Henry, the West 
End's version of the Oscars 
celebrates the achievements 
of theatre industry over the 
past year. Awards are given 
for everything from best 
actor to best set design and 
with so many wonderful 
productions showing this 
year, the gongs are likely to 
be hotly contested. 

There is one award, how¬ 
ever, which is decided by 
the theatre-going public. 
The This Morning Audi¬ 
ence award is given to the 
year’s most popular show, 
with those in the final 
this year being Billy El¬ 
liot, Jersey Boys, 
Matilda and Wicked. 

Billy Elliot the musi¬ 
cal, currently starring 
West End legend Ruthie 
Henshall, has been seen 
by over 10 million peo¬ 
ple and celebrates its 
tenth anniversary in 
May this year. With 
music by Sir Elton John 
and lyrics by Lee Hall 
this is a wonderful cele- 



By NICKY 
SWEETLAND 

LWN Theatre Critic 


bration of success despite 
adversity and show cases 
some of the country's most 
talented juvenile perform¬ 
ers. 

Another show literally 
packed full of youthful tal¬ 
ent and exuberance is 
Matilda the musical. With a 
new pair of revolting chil¬ 


dren set to join to ranks this 
week, the pupils of the no¬ 
torious Crunchem Hall 
have been wowing audi¬ 
ences since opening in 2011 
and has been seen by an es¬ 
timated 1.5 million people. 

Based on Roald Dahl’s 
much-loved children’s 
story, the show features 
music and lyrics by ac¬ 
claimed comedian Tim 
Minchin and book by Den¬ 
nis Kelly. 

The third musical on the 
list is Jersey Boys and, I'm 
ashamed to admit, I haven't 
actually seen this one yet. 
Having won 55 major 
awards worldwide this ac¬ 
claimed hit show tells the 
remarkable rise to stardom 
of Frankie Valli and the 
Four Seasons who became 
one of the most successful 


bands in pop music history. 

The final show on the list 
is my favourite musical of 
all time and the one I will 
be definitely voting for. 

Wicked is the musical 
phenomenon that has been 
enthralling audiences at 
The Apollo Victoria since 
2006. This incredible story 
of friendship between two 
of the strongest female 
characters in musical the¬ 
atre history, has everything 
a show should offer. With a 
beautiful score, hilarious 
yet touching script and as¬ 
tounding staging, I could 
watch it every week. 

Voting for the This Morn¬ 
ing Audience awards closes 
at 5pm on April 10th. To 
cast your vote visit 
www.olivierawards .com/vote/ 



I_I I_■_ 

■ WICKED ■ JERSEY Boys 
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TALK OF THE TOWN > 

Stop, be silent and give thanks 


T HERE will be much to sing 
and shout about on the 70th 
anniversary of VE Day on 
May 8th - and there will be much 
to remember and shed a tear for 
too. 

Little better exemplifies the reasons why 
the whole of London should, by rights, fall 
pin-drop silent at 3pm that day than a pho¬ 
tograph taken in the capital in the last 
months of the war in Europe by the Ameri¬ 
can fashion photographer Toni Frissell. 

The poor little chap in her picture, bravely 
stiff-lipped and holding back tears, had 
been playing with his friends just minutes 
before. 

Suddenly, there had been an explosion 
like the many he had already come to know 
in his few years. 

He ran to his home but it was no longer 
there. A 13-ton German rocket had wiped 
out all the happiness of his future. 

Buried beneath the rubble which re¬ 
mained were his entire family; mother, fa¬ 
ther and brother, dead. All in the world that 
he now had to cling to was a favourite toy. 

It is for this reason - and hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of good reasons like it - why the Gov¬ 
ernment has officially told London to come 
to a complete and utter standstill on May 
8th. 

Buses and trains will stop, taxis will pull 
over, flights will be held and the Tube will 
not run for two minutes. Shops will stop 
serving, pubs will fall quiet, schoolrooms 
will be silenced and all music everywhere 
will be turned off. 

“We would urge all members of the pub¬ 
lic, wherever they are, to participate in the 


by Geoff Baker 

two-minute silence at 3pm”, said a Down¬ 
ing Street spokesman. 

Everyone is expected to stop whatever 
they are doing and reflect in respect for 
some moments - not least because 28,556 
Londoners were killed and 25,578 were in¬ 
jured by the bombs, V1 and V2 rockets that 
made a wasteland of the capital in the war. 
London took the brunt of the bombing, 
which killed 67,100 in the UK. 

For some, like the heartbroken lad in Toni 
Frissell’s iconic photograph, tragedy came 
even as the war in Europe was nearing its 
end. Although the worst of the bombing 
was over by 1945, V1 and V2 rockets were 
still dropping on London. On March 8th, 
two months before the ceasefire, a V2 hit a 
crowded market building in Farringdon, 
killing 110 people. 

Official surrender 

Nazi Germany signed its official surren¬ 
der at 2.41 pm on May 7th, agreeing that 
fighting would end at 11.01 pm the next 
day. 

The Government has decided that the 70th 
anniversary commemorations will start at 
3pm on Friday May 8th with the two- 
minute silence and a service of remem¬ 
brance at The Cenotaph because this 
coincides with the time in 1945 that Win¬ 
ston Churchill broadcast to the nation that 
victory in Europe was won. 

Although the Government says the lead¬ 
ers of all political parties will attend the 30- 
minute Cenotaph service, it is not known 
whether The Queen will be present - for 
technically she is meant to wait in Bucking¬ 
ham Palace for the arrival of the leader of 



■ REFLECT IN RESPECT: The heart-rending image by Toni Frissell 


her next Government, as May 7th is Gen¬ 
eral Election day. 

It could, and no doubt will, be asked why 
the Government deliberately chose May 7th 
for the election when it knew full well that 
the 8th would be the big VE Day anniver¬ 
sary. 

In 1945, London partied like never before 
on May 8th. Hundreds of thousands 
crammed the centre of the capital, throng¬ 
ing Buckingham Palace and calling for 
Churchill to join the King and Queen on the 
balcony there. 

For some reason possibly to do with the 
confusion expected over the probable form¬ 
ing of another Coalition, the 70th anniver¬ 
sary party has been put off until Saturday 
May 9th, which will start with the bells of 
every church in London ringing at 11am 
and climax in a concert at Horse Guards Pa¬ 
rade. 

The authorities are still busily phoning 
pop stars and national treasures to complete 
the line-up for the VE Day gig. Reports that 
Paul McCartney will headline the show are, 
say his people, incorrect as Macca will be 
preparing for a European tour and his 
schedule does not allow a VE Day show. 

The VE Day weekend will continue on 
Sunday with a service of thanksgiving at 
Westminster Abbey, followed by a march of 
2,000 men and women representing 100 or¬ 
ganisations and a fly-past of wartime air¬ 
craft including a Lancaster, Spitfire and a 
Hurricane. 

The Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, is 
urging everyone in the capital to turn out to 
commemorate VE Day. 

He said: “The 70th anniversary of the end 
of the Second World War in Europe is an 


opportunity for people in London to re¬ 
member the incredible sacrifices made 
by our Armed Forces and the people of 
Britain in the battle to defeat tyranny. 
The surrender of Nazi Germany ush¬ 
ered in a new dawn following one of 
the darkest periods in our history. 

“With the passage of time VE Day is 
all the more important. This May, a 


new generation will have the opportu¬ 
nity to understand and to commemo¬ 
rate a victory that has shaped the life 
each of us leads today. That in itself is 
profoundly important.” 

More details about the plans to mark 
the 70th anniversary of VE Day will be 
announced shortly. 


Teen singing for the homeless 


A TEENAGE London singer/songwriter 
is releasing a record to raise funds for a 
homeless charity. 

Gilska Weerakkody, pictured, a student at Arts 
Education London School in Chiswick, is rais¬ 
ing funds for SPEAR, which helps young 
homeless adults not only with safe shelter but 
also provide skills for life, education opportu¬ 
nities and job skills to live independent lives. 

Gilska, who started writing her own songs in 
2013, regularly uploads her compositions onto 
YouTube, through the Song Academy UK, a 
school for young songwriters. 

She has persuaded Horus Music to give 100 



per cent royalties of her latest number “Affec¬ 
tions” to SPEAR. 

Gilska, who is determined to make it big in 
the music industry, is also encouraging other 
teenagers to support the charity by becoming a 
powerful force to alleviate homelessness and 
the consequences of homelessness especially 
among young people. 

She is also intending to become an ambassa¬ 
dor for SPEAR to encourage the support of 
teenagers across the UK 

Gilska said: “ I have managed to get permis¬ 
sion from Song Academy to offer SPEAR my 
song “Affections” to fundraise. My mother 
spoke to Horus Music, who work with charities, 
and SPEAR is signing a contract with Horus 
Music to distribute my song and support with 
promotions. 

“I have also got together a team of friends to 
help me with my promotions which will include 
performances at various gigs with the band I 
practice with.” 

Gilska appeared with Song Academy bands at 
the EE1 Brooke Theatre in the Kings Road on 
Sunday. 

Gilska continued: “I want to raise £10,000 ini¬ 
tially. I will ask my media teacher to support me 
and seek the advice of my expert tutors at ACM 
and parents of my friends who have expertise 
in this area. My family is also supporting me a 
lot in this task. 

I started with just an idea and I’m finding out 
what is possible.” 

• SPEAR is a charity working with homeless 
people in and around Richmond and Merton. 
Since 1987, they have offered services to thou¬ 
sands of homeless and vulnerable people, suc¬ 
cessfully transforming lives and supporting 
many of our service users to the point that they 
have achieved total independence. 


r 8A 

ASCOt 

THE PRINCE’S COUNTRYSIDE 
FUND RACEDAY 


CHAMPIONS OF THE COUNTRYSIDE 

- 1 - 

Sunday 29 th March 2015 




THE PRINCE’S 
COUNTRYSIDE 
FUND 


Ascot springs into action in support of The Prince’s Countryside 
Fund. A celebration of the British countryside for the whole family 
with duck herding, an Easter egg hunt and the lamb national’, 
as well as the gripping finale to our Jumps season. 


Ticketsfrom £21 pp Children go free 
Fine Dining from £85 pp +VAT 


ascot.co.uk 
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SAT NAV REF: 

SET 5AG 




• 1, 2, 3, & 4 bedroom apartments 

• Light and contemporary design 

• Communal gardens 

• Integrated kitchen appliances 

□acorn 


• Access to roof terrace or balcony 

• Close to local amenities 

• Modern energy efficient new build 

• Close to Central London 


020 7820 6090 

kennington@acorn. Itd.uk 
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In Memoriam 


THOMAS JOHN COE 

24 APRIL 1924-5 MARCH 2014 

Thomas John Coe was the Principal of Messrs 
Charles Saunders & Son, 40 Gloucester Road, 
South Kensington, for many years. 

Thomas entered the firm at the age of 17 
years old as an office boy and through hard 
work and vigorous studies became a 
much-respected and charismatic Chartered 
Surveyor and Senior Partner. 

Thomas passed away on 5 March 2014 and is 
sadly missed by his son Tony, daughters 
Helen and Louise, family, friends and fellow 
Rotarians who will remember vividly his 
hilarious speeches and wicked sense of fun. 

We know that our father will now be 
supremely happy with his beloved wife Pearl. 


Articles Wanted 


OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

£3!Jt>B3>2 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 


Bargain Buys 


RUSSIAN RECORDS 1960's all 
in own box with strap £6 to go. 
Mini Doll's House 14x8", some 
furniture £5. Butler Sink, all 
white, 16x12", presently used to 
house household plant. 020 
8769 0597 

SELECTION OF HAYNES 
CARS & LIGHT VANS WORK¬ 
SHOP MANUALS also car hand 
book. Too many to mention. 
Please phone for details from 
£5. Child solid wood highchair 
£20. Electric fan heater, brand 
new, still in box. Can deliver all 
above. Tel: 07961 510 682 

MINI TWIN BAKER electric for 
countertop with plug/recipe 
book, unused still in boxed 
package £18. White porcelain 
sink, currently used in conser¬ 
vatory for plants £30. Tel: 020 
8769 0597 

LADIES ANKLE BOOTS size 8, 
four pairs, nearly new £25. 020 
7723 9244 

150 CLASSICAL LPS £50 the 

lot. Tel: 010 8961 2289 


BRAND NEW FOLD UP BIKE 

invented by Sinclair as a 'A' 
frame bike, small wheels, would 
suit the commuter, light weight 
£95. Buyer collects. Check 
Sinclairs bike website first 

DELONGHI EXPRESSO 
MAKER model EC 152, good 
condition, must see and bargain 
at £30. Call 020 7834 4808. 
Buyer collects. Victoria 07554 
857 405 

LADIES CAMEL COAT wool & 
cashmere, very good condition, 
size 16, £20. 010 7723 9244 

ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR 

Pronto make, for sale £350. 020 
7727 3058 

CONVERSE ALLSTAR BOOTS 

blue, as new, size 8 in box £15 
ono. Cream Winnie The Pooh 
baby changing mat/potty, new 
in wrapping £3. Folding gravity 
walker £20 - for home exercise. 
Tel: 07960 782 292 

BOAT TRAILER would suit 
dingy, approx ten foot long. 
Buyer collects. £80. Tel: 07847 
764 442 



SIDEBOARD dark wood, 6ft 
long, 8 large draws, very good 
condition £90. Also 2 free 
standing shelves, same dark 
wood. Offers. Tel: 07708 085 
870 

DELONGHI EXPRESSO 
MAKER model EC 152, good 
condition, must see and bargain 
at £25. Call 020 7834 4808. 
Victoria SW1P 

150 CLASSICAL LPS £50 the 

lot. Tel: 020 8961 2289 



SINGLE 3FT BED slatted wood 
frame, plus deluxe mattress, 
very good condition £25. Buyer 
collects. Lewisham area. 020 
8691 6725 



WORKSHOP MANUALS 
(BOOKS) Vauxhall Carlton, 
Renault, Ford Capri, Ford 
Escort, 8 Vauxhall Cavalier 
(1970's & 1980's). £15 the lot, 
will sell separately. Tel: 07435 
074860 or 07716 027 681 

SIX VOLUMES EVERYMAN'S 
ENCYCLOPEDIA £10 in very 
good condition. 020 7633 
0087 



BARGAIN 

CARAVAN 

FOR SALE 


Sited at Harts Holiday 
Park, Isle of Sheppey 
Great family park with 
pool, clubhouse and 
near the beach. 

Only £5,500 


Call Rob 

07740247487 



FIFTEEN 78 RPM RECORDS 

by Frankie Laine on Columbia 
and Phillips labels, includes his 
hit songs of the period and 
some rare ones. £10 ono. 020 
8540 1941 - SW19 



THIRTY 78 RPM RECORDS 

Big bands and jazz bands eg. 
Ted Heath, Bill hayley, Gerry 
Mulligan, Stan Kenton, Harry 
James, Humphrey Lyttleton, 
Perez Prado, Joe Daniels, Joe 
Loss, Ken McKintosh etc. 020 
8540 1941 - SW19 

EIGHTEEN 78 RPM RECORDS 

of music from the 1930's eg. 
Manhattan Melody Makers, Al 
Bennys Broadway Boys, New 
York Night Birds, Ted Summers 
Dance Devils etc. £10 ono. 020 
8540 1941 

OLD FASHIONED VACUUM 
CLEANER (Hooverette), work¬ 
ing Model 2944 (in original box) 
£20. Tel: 07435 074860 or 
07716 027 681 

SUNMAID OLD FASHIONED 
MODEL BUS £10. Tel: 07435 
074860 or 07716 027 681 

VARIOUS NEWSPAPERS 

Magazines of Royal Family, £10 
the lot. Tel: 07435 074860 or 
07716 027 681 



DELONGHI EXPRESSO 
MAKER Model EC152CD - 
Good condition, must see, bar¬ 
gain at £30. SW1P. Tel: 020 
7834 4804. Buyer collects 
(Victoria). 

DYSON CYLINDER AND 
UPRIGHT VACUUM CLEAN¬ 
ERS serviced, bagless. 
Demonstrated working, £35 
each. 020 8692 8449. Can 
arrange delivery. 

HENRY MULTI-FLOOR VACU¬ 
UM CLEANER Demonstrated 
working, clean machine £35. 
Could arrange delivery. Tel: 020 
8692 8449 

HOTPOINT AQUARIUS 6kg, 
1200 spin, 8 months old, vgc 
£50. Buyer collects. Borough 
SE1.07926 352 449 

HALOGEN OVEN unwanted 
gift, still in box. £35 ono. (guar¬ 
anteed one year) with £5 gift 
voucher. 020 8857 8060 


WHITE BUSH MICROWAVE 

model BMX608 size (h) 29.5, w), 
45.8 (I). £18, VHS Sony VCR 
SLV-E220 RMTV2070E remote 
inc. £17, Bush Video 220-240v- 
50hz, VCR 903 inc. remote £17. 
020 8670 4682 


LADIES BEAUTIFUL YELLOW 
CARDIGAN with round neckline 
with gathered short sleeves and 
a chiffon belt, button through at 
front, brand new, size 18. £10. 
Tel: 020 8682 0771 


MENS BLACK RUBBERIZED 
MACKINTOSH medium size, 
pockets, belt, needs some 
attention £75. Ring/text 07855 
247 801 


LADIES SINGLE BREASTED 
SHEEPSKIN COAT dark 
brown, 3/4 length, size 14/16 
(Parr & Co of Leicester) £55. 
020 8693 4158 


EIGHT STUNNING BLACK 
AND CREAM DRESSES size 
10-14. Immaculate cond. Must 
see £25 p/d. Various designs: 
07534 509 214 


LADIES GLAMOROUS 

EVENING JACKET zip up front, 
very smart, brand new, size 10. 
£25 (cost a lot more). Tel. 020 
8682 0771 


LADIES MAROON SILK SKIRT 

with flower pattern in material, 
brand new, size 18, knee length 
£10. Tel: 020 8682 0771 



DINING ROOM TABLE dark 
brown varnished wood, extend¬ 
ing sideways for family/student 
meals £22. Tall white swing lid 
rubbish bin, new £12. 
Scratching post on firm 
pedestal, with playball, teaches 
your cat to stop scratching fur¬ 
niture. 020 8769 0597 


5 GEMINI BAR STOOL chrome 
plated metal frame, black faux 
leather seat, swivels, vgc. £8 
each, (Argos price £32.99) 
each. 2 wooden stools, brown 
leather seats, fair condition £7 
the pair. 07864 709 397 


SOFA Bailey leather 
effect/jumbo cord, right hand 
from Argos £70. Top Glass 
Dining Table £30. In good con¬ 
dition. 020 8664 6628 / 07895 
345 163 


TWO FAIRLY LARGE ARM¬ 
CHAIRS wear and tear show¬ 
ing, but still comfortable. £7 
each (matching pair). 07737 132 
689 


3 SEATER SETTEE sand 
colour, as new £95, also glass 
display cabinet £25. 020 7733 
0623 Brixton 



GARDEN PATIO SET oblong 
toughened glass top 

120cmx75cm, folding chairs 
with armrests, parisol, never 
used, reason for sale, moved 
from house to flat £75. Hardly 
used. Tel: 020 8692 8449 

FLYMO HOVER SUPERGLIDE 

360 electric, built-in grass box, 
in manufacturers box, 

Demonstrated working, 2015 
model. Unwanted gift. £75. 
Could arrange delivery. Tel: 020 
8692 8449. 

ECKMAN 2 STROKE PETROL 
GARDEN TILLERERY cultiva¬ 
tor model, PTC1, instruction 
manual, used three times. Like 
new. 020 7737 6144 / 07443 
522 247 



Free Beer Voucher Contact 
John for details mitroserg@hot- 
mail.co.ok 



EALING ANIMAL 
WELFARE BAZAAR 

Saturday 7th March 
10.30am-4pm 
Hanwell Methodist Church 
Church Road, W71DJ 

Over 30 participating charities 
www.animalwelfarebazaar.info 

★ ADMISSION FREE ★ 



FOOTBALL 

PROGRAMMES 

WANTED 

CASH PAID 
FOR ANY PRE 1970 
LARGE COLLECTIONS 
(300 PLUS) 

AFTER 1970 ALSO CONSIDERED 

TEL: 020 8560 7816 


Clairvoyants & Psychic Events 

L_ J 



MARTIN 

Clairvoyant & 
Tarot Card Reader 

Help with past, present 
and future matters. 
Help and guidance 
with personal & 
business matters. 
Handwritten readings by 
post £20 

T: 01797 226 751 
M: 07729 600 373 


MINI STAY 
HOST FAMILIES 

Accommodation needed for 
short stay students. 

4 nights per week up to 

£60 night tax free. 
Starting in March 
07879 228 753 
0203 685 1323 
07876 677 465 



Health & 
Beauty 

BO’S NHB 

An Acupuncture 
& Wellness Clinic 

12pm-8pm 

020 7460 2324 

32 Phillimare Walk, W8 7SA 


BO’S NHB 

Laser Hair Removal 
and Skin 

Rejuvenation Clinic 
12pm-8pm 
020 3371 9814 

32 Phillimare Walk, W8 7SA 
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BO’S NHB 

Therapeutic 
Massage Clinic 

12pm-8pm 

020 7460 2324 

32 Phillimare Walk, W8 7SA 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS 

CALL 

020 0760 4920 
or 

020 8768 4922 


London 



WEEKLY 

ews 



To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 


Telephone Number inc. Code . ^1 A C CIpIQATIQM 

Town. . 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) . . 

. ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 

. LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 

. ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

London Weekly News, FREE ADS 020 8768 4931 

Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS private advertisers only. 
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★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

* AJ * 
| PLASTERING | 

? Reliable Service ? 
?• No job too small? 

* Please call Alan ? 

? 07597 663 838 ? 

ihhhhhwhwhhhhh** 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

cut 

020 8768 4920 

or 

020 0700 4922 


AFFORDABLE 
DECORATING & 
PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Fully Insured 
Family-run business 

Kitchen & Bathrooms 
Painting/Decorating 
Flooring/Tiling 
and all your building 
needs! 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


Building 


/fcv. 

Local Builders 

• Loft conversions • Extensions • Bathrooms 

• Kitchens • Painting & decorating 

• Brickwork • Gardening • Roofing & fencing 

020 8765 9169 
07856 542 637 

www.jkbuilders.org.uk 


A.S.BUILDERS 

A BUILDING FIRM OF OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE, BASED IN WEST LONDON 
Building, Plastering, 
Plumbing, Tiling, 
Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Loft conversions, Extension, 
Refurbishment, 
Painting & Decorating. FMB 
call John: 

07979 478 005 
02089 925 724 




Ace Building & 
Decorating Services 

Handyman Services, 
Electrical, Plastering, 
Gardening, Roofing 
First Half Hour Service 
FREE for OAP 

020 8393 6346 
-Q72^l22() 760_ 


Carpentry 


CARPENTER 

Fitted Wardrobes • Flooring Laid 
Doors and Windows 
Extensions • Kitchens Fitted 

Please call Morris 07814 328 542 



CARPET 

CLEANING 

Professional 
reliable service 
Fully insured 

07717 527 017 



INSPIRE 

CLEANING 


Free quotations. 

House clearance. Gardening 
All cleaning requirements. 
Liability insurance cover. 

Try us for an Immaculate clean. 
Call Cheryl 
07521 937 347 
07783 062 399 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS 

cut 

020 8768 4920 
020 8768 4922 





switched-on 

ELECTRICAL 


All aspects of Electrical 
Work undertaken in a 
professional and 


reliable manner. 
Rewires, Fuse Boards, 
Certificates, Testing 
and Inspection. 

All work carried out in 
a professional and 
reliable manner. 


07551 757 744 

switched-on-@hotmail.co.uk 


AJB ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES 

ALL INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN. QUICK, 
RELIABLE SERVICE. 

GUARANTEED 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
NICEIC APPROVED 

020 8694 9924 
07860 770 643 



UK 

LANDSCAPES 

Fencing, Paving! 
Rough Gardens put 
into order! 
Driveways & Patios 
cleaned and resealed 

020 8333 4269 
07533 169 157 



General Builders 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Plumbing, 
Electrics, Tiling, Painting, Paper 
Hanging, Carpentry & Flooring. 
No job too big/small 
18 years experience in 
building trade 
Professional & prompt 
Call Ralph for a free quote 

020 8688 1416 
07828 684 746 


HANDYMAN 

Do all sorts of carpentry, plumbing, 
electrical, painting, decorating, fitting, 
fixing, assembling, hanging and other 
specialised and general handyman jobs! 
ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED AND 
CARRIED OUT TO THE HIGHEST 
STANDARDS 
FREE ESTIMATE 
PLEASE CALL PITER: 

07826 544 067*07878 078 867 



AFFORDABLE 

REMOVALS 

House 

Clearance 

Furniture 

Bought 

All Areas 
Covered 

Family run since 1987 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


Help your Mums’ 
and Dads’ 
Charity's Pop-In! 
Donate all items incl. 

Re-usable furniture 
Free collections 
Ring DAGE 
020 8691 8823 
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ADVERTISE 

TOIIR 

BUSINESS 



Painting & Decorating 


Decorating 
and 

Interior Alterations 

Plastering, Carpentry, 
Painting and Paperhanging, 
Building Repairs 

v Call Bernard J 

07874 337 964 


J.M. DECOR 

Interior and 
Exterior Painting 
Fully Insured 
Call 

07951 957 324 

www.jmdecor.uk.com 


Plumbing & Heating 


FEMALE PLUMBER 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
REASONABLE RATES. 

CALL MARINA 
07940 817 772 

ALL AREAS OF SE LONDON 
COVERED 


'STEVENS & SONS' 

Plumbing & Heating 
Gas Engineers 

Family run business, Est 1961 
All plumbing & heating work 
undertaken 
Free Estimates 
Emergency Services A 
Available 24/7 ARi 

l 07982 909 405 J 


Roofing & Guttering 


ABSTRACT 

ROOFING & BUILDING 


• New Roofs & Repairs • Slates • Tiles 
• Chimneys • UPVC Guttering, Soffits & Fascias 
• Exterior Painting Specialists 
• Free Estimates Given • Flat Roofs 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 


FREE PHONE: 0800 334 5751 & 
MOBILE: 07952 583 170 


SC Roofing 

Fibreglass Flat Roof Specialists 

25 years guaranteed 

Traditional felt flat roof, new tiled roofs and 
Upvc Fascia - Soffit and Gutter replacement 
All roof repairs undertaken. No job too small 

07956 311 218 / 01895 770 103 

scroofinguxbridge.co.uk 

Live link refrences 160 ratedpeople.com/profile/sc-roofing 
www.scroofing @ btinternet.com 



MAN WITH XXL 
LUTON VAN 
Commercial 
Removals 
1 Hour £30 
Min 2 hours 
GOOD VALUE 
Reliable+Friendly 
service 
CALL JAMES 
07961 192 525 
0800 211 8623 


MEGA CHEAP 
MAN & VAN 

£25 P/H 

Extra men £10 P/H - P/M 
Single items from £20 
Reliable, trustworthy 
and friendly. 

Call 07943 120 694 
megacheap@hotmail.com 

www.megacheap.biz 

**min booking of 2 hours** 


J R MORTIMER 

Family business for 
over 60 years 
Large/small removals 
Local/long distance 
Friendly & helpful service 
Free estimates 

phone 020 8856 3982 

john.mortimer@hotmail.co.uk 



VAN & 2 MEN WILL MOVE 
ANYTHING ANYTIME. 07941 
072 332/0208 309 7223 


GIRAFFE 

SCAFFOLDING 

Your local professional, reliable, 
affordable, scaffolding company 

Call us today for your 
no obligation quote 

07855 451 699 

Unit 26, Sleaford Industrial Estate, 
Sleaford Street, London SW8 5AB 

email: 

giraffe.scaffolding@btconnect.com 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

GALL 

020 8768 4920 

or 

020 8768 4922 


AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 



TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS 


CALL 




GREEK TILING 
SPECIALIST 

31yrs experience 
All types of tiles on walls & floors 
Fully fitted bathrooms & kitchens 
For FREE estimates call DANNY 
gtstiles@hotmail.co.uk 
Available 24hrs 

07825 743 574 


TO 

Bill 

TOBH 

CALL 

020 

8768 

4923 

or 

020 

8768 

4924 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS, 
RECRUITMENT, 
EDUCATION, 
SERVICES, 
FAMILY & 
PUBLIC 
NOTICES 
CALL 

020 

8768 

4931 

OUR STAFF ARE 
WAITING TO 
TAKE YOUR 
CALL! 


CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard Conditions agreed between the 
Newspaper Society and the Institute of Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descriptions relating to goods are 
accurate and in no way contravene the provisions of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the 
Fair Trading Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of Advertising Practice. 
Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities must conform to the Consumer Credit 
(Advertisements) Regulations 1980. 

2. ‘Classified' Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, commercial or trade nature 
will, at the discretion of the Publishers, be deemed Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must 
include their names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addition to these 
requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977, Trade Advertisers must 
make it clear that they are selling goods in the course of business either by content, format, 
size or place of the advertisement or by including words such as ‘trade’, ‘dealer’, ‘agent’, 
‘wholesaler’, ‘(T)’ etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage however caused aris¬ 
ing out of: 

(a) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or day / dates specified by the 
advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box numbers to the Advertiser. 

4. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the day / date or day / dates 
specified by the Advertiser but insertion days / dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons the advertisement will be 
charged to the nearest full centimetre. This will NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, 
which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to vary it in any way they 
deem fit, at any time before publication, whether or not the advertisement has already been 
accepted for publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertisements, mistakes do sometimes 
occur. Advertisers or their agents should therefore check their advertisements and inform us 
of any errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more than one incorrect 
insertion. Typographical or minor changes, which do not affect the value of the advertisement, 
do not qualify for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi-display) are subject to and 
include a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers 
to help finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the Advertising Standards 
Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the advertise¬ 
ment appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for remaining insertions shall be 
revised accordingly or the publishers shall have the right to cancel the unexpired portion of 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the publisher shall be entitled to 
levy a 10% surcharge on the value of the whole debt in respect of accounts with terms 
of less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed terms will pay an interest 
rate of 6% above the current bank of England base rate for each month that the 
account is overdue and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. Should Legal action be required the interest will be charged in accordance 
with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent to act on their behalf, the 
advertiser will remain jointly and severally liable for payment in respect for an advertise¬ 
ments) should the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the agent acts for 
the advertiser and not for the publisher with the agent being responsible for notifying the 
advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the accounts department of the pub¬ 
lisher within 7 days of the invoice date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the publishers' hosting service 
providers. Every effort is made to ensure the continuity of these services, but some occasion¬ 
al technical downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher and its associ¬ 
ated companies shall be under no liability if the production and distribution of web services is 
delayed or prevented by any cause beyond the control of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published advertisements in electronic 
form only subject to certain criteria. Further information is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially by the Publishers belong to 
the Publishers. Advertisers may not reproduce such advertisements without the Publishers’ 
consent. 

Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not available for distribution of 
trade canvassing matter. Original testimonials, goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any 
kind must not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as part of the 
advertisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertisements, other than 
Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone number alone are not permit¬ 
ted. 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a credit search at a credit-refer¬ 
encing agency, which will record the fact that a search has been made. We may need to 
share your information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. However, we will 
only use the information from these searches to make credit-granting decisions and, if nec¬ 
essary, for fraud prevention or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and analysis. We may share your 
information with other Tindle Group Newspaper companies or carefully selected third parties. 
We, or they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may be of interest to 
you. The information may be provided by letter, telephone or other reasonable means of com¬ 
munication. Calls may be recorded or monitored for training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult services, which are outlined to 
all persons submitting such advertisements. 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 


Call: 


0208 768 4919 


candy.brown@slp.co.uk 


1 

Mil 

1H 

■R 

CALI 

020 

8700 

4923 

or 

020 

8708 

4924 


Home-Start Southwark 


Albrighton Community Centre, 

37 Albrighton Road, London SE22 8AH 
T: 020 7737 7720 
E: info@homestartsouthwark.org.uk 
W: homestartsouthwark.org.uk 

Closing date: 1 2noon, Monday 1 3 th April 201 5 


Hftjme 

s tmt> 

Support and friendship 
for families 


Home-Start Southwark is a voluntary organisation committed to promoting the welfare of 
families with at least one child under the age of five. Our volunteers offer regular support and 
provide practical help to families in their homes. We are seeking to recruit two dynamic, 
enthusiastic, self-motivated and committed individuals for the following posts: 

Bump to Babe Co-ordinator 

(1 year contract with possible extension up to 3 years subject to funding) 

NJC scale point 29 - £28,772 (pro-rata), 30 hours per week 

The Bump to Babe Co-ordinator will provide targeted, specialised support to parents during the 
perinatal phase (last 3 months of pregnancy to up to! year after the birth). The post holder will 
be responsible for ensuring that a quality service is offered to families through a team of 
trained volunteers. 

You will need expertise in supporting families, babies and children under five; training and 
supervising volunteers, project management and reporting, and knowledge of children’s 
services and the voluntary sector. 

Interview date: 30 th April 201 5 

• Senior Co-ordinator (Maternity Cover) 

NJC scale point 34 - £32,890, Full Time (36 hours per week) 

The Senior Co-ordinator will have a strong understanding of the needs of families with young 
children and knowledge of current related legislation and policies. You will have previous 
experience of the voluntary sector, training and supervising staff & volunteers, managing 
projects, excellent interpersonal and communication skills and have extensive knowledge of 
children’s services. 

Interview date: 29 th April 201 5 
Potential start date: w/c Monday 18 th May 

To apply please visit our website (www.homestartsouthwark.orq.uk/iobs) and download the 
recruitment pack. 

CVs will not be accepted. No agencies 

If you wish to discuss this post please contact Sandra Powell on 020 7737 77 20 

Please email your completed application form to: info@homestartsouthwark.orq.uk 

Employment will be dependent on satisfactory references and an Enhanced Disclosure & 
Barring Service (DBS) check 

Home-Start is committed to safe recruitment as an important part of safeguarding and 
protecting children and vulnerable adults. Home-Start is committed to Equal Opportunities. 


Registered Charity No. 1 1 0741 3 

A company limited by guarantee in England and Wales No. 5239322 



Lilian Baylis 
Technology School 

"An outstanding school 
Lilian Baylis in all aspects" 

Technology School OfSTED2013 

General Technician - 
Reprographics 

Term time only 
Pt 18-21 £11.32ph based on 35hrs per week 
for 39 weeks is £17,476.65 (gross) 

Required for immediate start, an enthusiastic adult to 
support staff and students. 

To provide: 

> Reprographics and photocopying services 

> Support in the General Office 

> Providing display works in school 
Applications are invited from people who enjoy working 
with young people, have a good eye for detail as well as 
excellent design and creative skills for display work 
photocopying and designing leaflets. Basic experience is 
required. The school will provide comprehensive training. 
Application forms and details can only be obtained from 
www.lilianbavlis.com Application forms must be 
submitted by email only to recruitment@lilianbaylis.com 
by 9am Friday 27th March 2015. Interviews: W/c 13th 
April 2015. Lilian Baylis Technology School, 323 
Kennington Lane, London SE11 5QY 

The successful candidate will be required to abide by 
the school policy for safeguarding children including an 
enhanced Disclosure Barring Service check. 



TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CALL 

020 0760 4920 
or 

020 8768 4922 


Heights 

E-ACT ACADEMY 



LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANTS 


City Heights E-ACT Academy is a newly-established 11-18 secondary 
academy in Tulse Hill. It is part of the E-ACT Multi-Academy Trust and 
also has strong ties to the Lambeth education family. 

We are looking to increase our team of Learning Support Assistants for 
September 2015. We welcome applications from both experienced 
LSAs as well as those with Autistic experience to work with our ASD 
students. There will be a Recruitment Fair on Saturday 18th April from 
10-11am when you will have the opportunity to look around the 
academy and meet the Principal and Assistant Principal (Inclusion). 

If you would like to apply please visit our website at 
www.cityheightse-actacademy.ora 
or for further information please e-mail Ollie at work@chea.org.uk 
Closing date: Wednesday 22nd April 2015 

RECRUITMENT EVENING 

Have you considered a career in 


ESTATE AGENCY or 
FINANCIAL SERVICES 

We are part of the largest most 
successful estate agency group 
in the UK. 

We are holding a recruitment evening 
and informal individual discussions 
at the 

Hilton London Croydon Hotel 




PART TIME CASUAL 
CHAUFFEUR/BEARER 

Required for the Funeral 
Industry. 

No experience neces¬ 
sary, training given, uni¬ 
form provided, PAYE, 
holiday pay 
£7.75 per hour 
Must have own trans¬ 
port. 

Call 07930 818 776 


Mobile Maintenance 
Electrician 

req, must have C&G 
2391 or equiv, must 
have own tools, must 
have good knowledge 
of retail, domestic 
and commercial and 
experience working in 
London and South 
East Area. 

Please contact James 
07583 265068 


Mobile Plumbing/Heating 
Engineer 

req, must be gas safe 
registered domestic and 
commercial preferred, 
must have own tools and 
good knowledge/experi¬ 
ence of London and 
South East Area 
Please contact James 
07583 265068 


Experienced Panel 
Beater 

required for established 
bodyshop repairing pres¬ 
tige vehicles in South 
East London . 

Please call 02076353300 
and ask for Colin for fur¬ 
ther details. 



on 

Wednesday 25 th March 2015 

Spaces are strictly limited and 
are open to those who meet our 
initial selection criteria. 

For more information, please call 
Sandra Barton on 
01622 687880 

if you are interested in joining us 

CounLywide 


We have a vacancy for NVQ level 2 or 3 (or equivalent) 

EXPERIENCED NURSERY NURSE 

to work in a Montessori Nursery in London SE14 
Catering for 29 children aged from 6 months 
to 5 years old. 

Candidates must: 

- be able to plan and assess children in accordance 
with EYFS 

- have good literacy and computer skills 

- be creative 

- be passionate about working with young children 
Full time position (40 hours per week) Monday-Friday. 

Salary up to £22,000 + bonus depending on 
qualifications/experience. Excellent holiday allowance. 

Apply via email with your CV: 

Penelope White, Stepping Stones Montessori Nursery Ltd 
info@steDDinastones.me.uk 

www.steppinastones.me.uk 


Drivers/Distribution 


Redwing Coaches are looking for experienced 

PCV COACH DRIVERS 

Full/Part Time. Based in Herne Hill. Over 25 with 
2 years experience, customer focused, holder of Driver 
CPC and Digicard, must be able to communicate 
effectively in English, verbally and in writing. 
Contact Andy Hodge 

020 7733 1124 

Email: recruitment@redwing-coaches.co.uk 
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Cf? Motability 


MINI 


MINI AND MOTABILITY. THE PERFECT MATCH. 


MINI COOPER 
COUNTRYMAN FROM 


£99 


/ 


ADVANCE PAYMENT* 






CALL STEPHEN JAMES BLACKHEATH MINI ON 020 8318 6868 


LEE TERRACE, BLACKHEATH, SE13 5DL - WWW.SJBLACKHEATHMINI.CO.UK 


Official Fuel Economy Figures for the new MINI Countryman Range: Urban 27.2-60.1 mpg (10.4-4.7 1/100km). Extra Urban 47.9-72.4 mpg (5.9-3.9 l/100km). Combined 37.7-67.3 mpg (7.5-4.2 1/100km). C02 Emissions 175-111 g/km. Fig¬ 
ures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. *The new MINI Countryman is available from £99 Advance Payment under the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Model featured is the new MINI Cooper Countryman. All prices are 
correct at time of going to print for orders placed and accepted between 1st Janand 31st March 2015. The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations 
Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of 
the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will betaken in lieu of the four weekly rental. Terms and con¬ 
ditions apply and are available on request. 



OUR RANGE IS WITHIN YOURS. 

FROM ONLY £899 ADVANCE PAYMENT*. 

To help choose the right BMW for you, please contact our Motability Sales Specialist on 020 8318 6868. 

Stephen James Blackheath 

Lee Terrace, Blackheath BMW EfficientDyiiamiCS 

London SE13 5DL l_ ess emissions. More driving pleasure. 

020 8318 6868 www.stephenjamesblackheathbrriw.co.uk 

Official fuel economy figures for the BMW range available on the Motability Car Scheme: Urban: 34.9-64.2mpg (8.1 -4.4 1/100km). 

Extra Urban: 55.4-83.1mpg (5.1-3.4 l/100km). Combined 45.6-74.3mpg (6.2-3.81/100km). CO 2 emissions 145-99g/km.Rguresmayvarydependingondrivingst y ieandconditions. 

*The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of either the 
Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will be taken in lieu of the four 
weekly rental. Terms and conditions apply and are available on request. Model shown: 114d Sport 5-Door Sport Hatch available with £1299 advance payment. BMW EfficientDynamics reduces emissions without compromising performance developments and is standard across the model range. 
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Email your sports news, reports and pictures to Tony McDonald 

at sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

Ramsey seeks 
four victories 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 


spor 


TIME is fast running 
out for QPR to save 
themselves from 
relegation after 
Sunday’s 2-1 home 
defeat by Everton still 
leaves them one place 
off the bottom of the 


Premier League and 
four points from 
safety. 

But with eight games 
to go, manager Chris 
Ramsey is adamant that 
R’s can retain their top 
flight status: “There is 


• JUNIOR FOOTBALL 

K ENSINGTON Dragons' youth teams 
continue to accelerate towards more 
honours and silverware as we enter the 
business end of the football season. Here is a 
round-up of latest performances: 

• U17s walloped Rayners Lane Youth 8-0 at 
Linford Christie Stadium in Dragons' best display of 
the season. It should have been 9-0 but the referee 
refused to give a disputed goal despite the 
goalkeeper clearly picking the ball out of the net. 
This was a real squad victory, with every Dragon 
playing their part. 

• U16As came from behind to defeat St Joseph 5- 
3 away despite a difficult start. Dragons arrived 30 
minutes late after fighting their way through the 
Harrow half marathon traffic and were thrust 
immediately into action. St Josephs were 3-0 up at 
half- time but Dragons then scored five goals in 30 
minutes - much to St Joseph's intense annoyance. 
• U16Bs were awarded three points after Forest 
United refused to face the rampant Dragons in the 
Trophy Cup. 

• U15As hammered Yeading Wanderers 4-0 away 
to win their division with two games to spare. It 
was only the bar and a couple of great saves from 
Yeading's keeper that kept the winning margin 
down in this thoroughly professional Dragons 
performance. 

• U15Bs beat Wealdstone 3-1 away after going 
one down in a fiercely contested match. A win from 
one of Dragons' two remaining games will 
guarantee them second place in the division. 

• U13s beat Old Actonians 1-0 away. The 
determination and industry of Old Actonians 
belied their lowly league position as they hassled 
and harried the Dragons. The visitors battered 
away at the Actonians' goal but were continually 
thwarted by their keeper in stunning form. The 
breakthrough finally came from a corner when a 
shot was blocked in the melee before the 
Dragons# striker controlled the ball up with his 
back to goal, turned his man and scored low inside 
the near post, despite the keeper getting a touch. 
With one game remaining Dragons are poised for 
promotion. 

• U12s walloped Ruislip Rangers 9-0 at St Marks 
with no less than seven Dragons scoring. 

• U1 Is lost 4-1 to Acton Ealing Whistlers at St 
Marks in a reasonable performance from the 
Dragons. Although not quite good enough yet, 
many of the Dragons have now adjusted to 
competitive league football and there is the 
makings of an excellent team. 

• Firsts just lost 2-1 at Interwood. 

• Reserves kept the Firsts company by also 
narrowly losing 2-1 to Hillingdon Reserves. 




LOFTUS ROAD 
RANGERS REVIEW 

With Tony McDonald 


an unbelievable belief 
around the place that we 
are going to survive and 
the players themselves 
believe it. 

“All they can do is 
keep performing like 
that and if they do, then 
I am sure we can climb 
up the table. 

“I think the fans will 
see the players are 
trying, no-one is hiding 
and there is no apathy 
around here. Everybody 
did their shift and 
played their best. 

“We’re not going down 
with a whimper and I’m 
sure there have been 
teams in worse positions 
than us and have 
survived. We do need a 
miraculous run of form 
to get ourselves out of 
trouble and I think we 
are capable of doing 
that. But I wouldn’t say 
that we need a miracle,” 
Ramsey added. 

Everton, who were ex¬ 
pected to be tired fol¬ 
lowing their 5-2 Europa 
League collapse in Kiev 
in midweek, took the 
lead on the counter-at¬ 
tack through Seamus 
Coleman in the 18th 
minute. Five minutes 
after replacing Junior 
Hoilett on the hour, sub¬ 
stitute Eduardo Vargas 
equalised for QPR but 
Aaron Lennon grabbed 
the winner, his first goal 
for the visitors, with 13 
minutes left. 

It was tough on the 
R’s, who saw strikes 
from Hoilett and sub 
Adel Taarabt, in the 92 nd 
minute, hit the bar. 
Ramsey said: “I’ve been 
saying it all along and I 
don’t want to sound like 
a broken record, but that 
is the kind of thing that 
happens (when you are 
down the bottom). 

“Rob (Green) didn’t 
have a save to make but 


they have had three 
shots and scored two. 
That is what happens 
when you are at the bot¬ 
tom. We have had 
plenty of opportunities 
to score today but 
haven’t taken them. 

“Over the last three or 
four games we’ve had 
one bad performance at 
Crystal Palace. That 
happens to even the 
teams at the top.” 

Truth is, though, decent 
performances often 
don’t equate to good re¬ 
sults. Hoops have been 
beaten in their last five 
games at Loftus Road, 
where they were tough 
to beat earlier in the sea¬ 
son, and lost 10 of their 
last 11 matches overall. 

They don’t make it as 
difficult as they should 
for teams to score 
against them. Ramsey 
pointed out that they 
have conceded two 
goals in each of the last 
three home league 
games - all 2-1 defeats. 
“The goals we’ve been 
giving away have been 
poor,” he admits. 
Scoring has become a 
problem, with leading 
marksman Charlie 
Austin struggling to re¬ 
capture the form that 
brought him into the in¬ 
ternational reckoning. 
His confidence won’t 
have been boosted by 
coach Roy Hodgson’s 
fair decision to pick Tot¬ 
tenham’s Harry Kane, 
instead, for the forth¬ 
coming England games. 
Despite being pleased 
with his players’ im¬ 
proved attitude after the 
abysmal 3-1 defeat at 
Palace and retaining his 
bullish persona, Ramsey 
also acknowledges that 
time is running out for 
his men. 

“Unfortunately, at this 
stage of the game we 


can’t keep being unlucky. 
We really should have 
maximised that perform¬ 
ance with at least a point 
and possibly three.” 

Their plight would be 
even worse but for the in¬ 
ability of those around 
them. “We’ve been fortu¬ 
nate this weekend,” Ram¬ 
sey agreed after seeing 
all the other teams in the 
bottom seven lose. 

With no Premier League 
games this weekend due 
to the international pro¬ 
gramme, they will re¬ 
sume their struggle for 
league points with a visit 
to West Bromwich Al- 



QPR's Charlie Austin - overlooked by England manager 
Roy Hodgson Photo: Rob Newell/Digital South 


bion on Easter Saturday, 
April 4. That’s followed 
three days later by what 
could ultimately prove a 
decisive trip to fellow 
stragglers Aston Villa, 
whose recent resurgence 
under Tim Sherwood 
came to a halt with a 1-0 
home defeat to Swansea 


City on Saturday. 
Ramsey believes his 
team need four wins 
from their remaining 
eight games to avoid the 
drop. “Four wins proba¬ 
bly keep you up this 
season, I think it’s going 
to be a low total,” he 
said. 


This week at Stamford Bridge 


■ FROM PAGE 28 

we wanted to really do well in the 
league, because we had a lot of first- 
year boys in the squad. Most of the 
team that beat Spurs to get to the 
final are in the U-21s as well. Week 
to week there would be a lot of the 
lads who didn’t play in the cup that 
we train and play every week. 

“Having said that, the senior ones 
did need to be reminded that Spurs 
are a top side. They are by far the 
best team we have played this year. 
They battered us for the first 45 min¬ 
utes in the league earlier and then in 
the first leg of the semi-final at White 
Hart Lane I thought it was a fairly 
even game. 

“But when these players come 
down from U21 to U18 level you 
cannot afford to take the foot off the 
pedal, especially when you come up 
against good teams and that’s what I 
thought happened a bit in the first leg 
of the semi-final. As a result, Spurs 
punished us. 

“Funnily enough, we talked about 
the possibility of going a goal behind 
before the game,” said Morris. 
“The fact is, we are slow starters and 
have given Spurs a lot of goals al¬ 
ready this season and have gone be¬ 
hind almost every time we played 
them. But we also hit home to the 
lads how many times we have gone 
behind and come back to beat them. 
We are more than capable of scoring 
goals and so it proved.” 

There have not been many Chelsea 
youth products like Morris who have 
come through the ranks to go on to 
have seriously good careers. So what 
can he bring to the table to prepare 


this crop of players for the future? 
“It’s been ki nd of easy for me. Firstly, 
because I knew Joe when I came 
back to the club. We think along very 
similar lines about how we want to 
play, how we expect the boys to be. 
Joe and I will be bouncing ideas off 
each other. He is not one of these 
managers who is saying ‘I’m decid¬ 
ing this or that’ and then all of a sud¬ 
den I’m there just to do the 
substitutions. It’s not like that. 
“We are in the office together all day, 
talking about the players, the system, 
the way we are going to tweak 
things. 

“We spent all week working on this 
game. I’m sick of watching Spurs on 
video - we have been to so many dif¬ 
ferent games and we went to watch 
them as well. 

“Joe is a top class coach and, for 
me, it was an ideal partnership. Both 
of us are young and have a lot of 
learning to do but it’s nice to be 
doing it together 

“Me and Joe are able to demon¬ 
strate the technical side of things to 
the players. Joe can play, no doubt 
about that. So when we are doing 
technical things in the afternoon, if 
any of the players want to come and 
have a go, they can, but they rarely 
win!” he jokes. 

Morris and Edwards take a peek 
across the Cobham training ground to 
see what tips they can pick up from 
Jose Mourinho and the first-team 
set-up 

“It would be silly not to go and see 
what Mourinho is doing and also 
what the players are doing,” Morris 
said. 


Blue & White 
In Brief 

■ KOSTAS Stafylidis 
issued an apology 
following his dismissal 
for two yellow cards in 
quick succession shortly 
after half-time in last 
Wednesday’s 3-0 home 
defeat by Leeds United. 

He said: “I want to 
apologise for the red 
card I received in last 
night’s game. I let my 
emotions get the better 
of me against Leeds, and 
made the team’s 
challenge to get back in 
the game even harder. 

“We did not deserve to 
lose this match and I 
apologise to my 
manager, my team¬ 
mates, the club staff and 
supporters for my 
actions. 

“I’m also sorry that I 
won’t be able to help the 
team when they go for 
the win at Huddersfield 
on Saturday but want to 
make the fans aware 
that I’m committed to 
helping the team in the 
remaining matches of 
the season.” 

■ CHELSEA Under-18s 
came from 3-0 down on 
aggregate to beat 
Tottenham Hotspur and 
reach their fourth 
consecutive FA Youth 
Cup Final. 

Blues' hopes of 
overturning their 2-0 
first leg deficit suffered a 
blow when Shayon 
Harrison put Spurs in 
front after half-an hour 
in last Wednesday's 
second leg at Stamford 
Bridge. 

But Chelsea bounced 
to net twice in the last 
five minutes of the first- 
half through Dominic 
Solanke and Izzy Brown, 
to take a lead on the 
night. 

The home side then 
struck twice in the 
opening eight minutes of 
the second-half through 
Solanke and skipper 
Charlie Colkett which 
turned the tie around. 

Colkett added a fifth 
from the penalty spot 
before Spurs netted a 
spot-kick of their own in 
the final minutes to set 
up a nervy finale. 
However, the holders 
came through the late 
test to win 5-4 on 
aggregate and will now 
face either Manchester 
City or Leicester City in 
the final. 

Chelsea: Collins, Aina, 
Tomori, Clarke-Salter, 
Dasilva, Sammut (Scott 
77), Colkett, Boga 
(Musonda 71), Brown 
(Palmer 90+4), 
Abraham, Solanke. 


LOCAL SPORT FOR ALL 

WOULD you like to gain free publicity for your local sports club, organisation, college or school in 
LONDON WEEKLY NEWS? Do you manage or coach a team, or maybe you are a parent whose 
children participate? Football, cricket, swimming, rugby, hockey, badminton, athletics ... whatever 
sport you are involved in, let’s hear about it! 

Please get in touch with us here at LWN Sport with regular news updates, reports and photos (ideally, 
minimum 300 dpi resolution or 2MB camera setting for best results). 

We very much want to hear about our local competitors, so help us to help you. 

We are looking to extend our sports coverage in the near future, so your contributions are important. 
Email Tony McDonald: sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk Or call him on: 07711169 427. 

You can also follow or ‘tweet’ us on Twitter @LWNSport. 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

Saturday, March 28 
QPR U18 v Leeds United U18,3.00. 
Aston Villa U18 v CHELSEA U18 
(League play-off game 3), 11.00. 

Stoke City U18 v FULHAM U18,12.00. 
Monday, March 30 

QPR U21 v Huddersfield Town U21,7.00. 

Friday, April 3 

FULHAM v Brentford, 3.00. 

Saturday, April 4 
CHELSEA v Stoke City, 5.30. 

West Bromwich Albion v QPR, 3.00. 
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Chelsea show 
strong belief 



R ESTORING their six-point lead 
over the chasing pack with a re¬ 
silient 3-2 Premier League win at 
Hull City on Sunday has set Chelsea up 
nicely for the final nine games of the sea¬ 
son. 

Since dropping two points at home to Southampton, 
Jose Mourinho has restored faith in the players that 
they can overcome adversity - and they needed that 
belief after letting slip a 2-0 lead at the KC Stadium 
before Loic Remy came off the bench to notch the de¬ 
cisive third goal. 

Mourinho said: “We let the lead go but played fan¬ 
tastic football with the ball. At half-time we wanted 
to play the same football as we played at the beginning 
of the game. I told the players there is no point in 


By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 

sports@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

analysing details and mistakes. 

“But from the first minute of the second-half we 
went back to our quality football to create movement 
and sooner or later the goal would arrive. It did and 
we deserved to win.” 

One negative for Blues in their hard-earned win at 
Hull was the injury to top scorer Diego Costa, who 
scored the second goal before limping off with a re¬ 
currence of his long-standing hamstring injury, which 
should force him out of international duty with Spain 
this week. 

“He has this hamstring problem,” Mourinho admit¬ 
ted. “He tried to play for Atletico Madrid in last sea- 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 



son’s Champions League final but was injured. 
“He has this fragility. He works hard in training to 
compensate for the weakness but the injury can come. 
He now has 15 days without football with Chelsea. 
But if he is injured, we still have Remy and Didier 
Drogba. We never cry about injured players. 

Doctor against surgery 

“I don’t think he will need an operation. The doctor 
is against surgery and knives. He’s all in favour of 
collective work with the medical and fitness staff.” 
Manchester City temporarily reduced the gap at the 
top to three points with their 3-0 home win over West 
Brom but Blues’ leading margin had doubled again 



Focus on Craven Cottage 


TONY MCDONALD reports on Fulham 


‘Bizarre’ win lifts Fulham 


F ULHAM put some much needed breath¬ 
ing space between themselves and the 
bottom three teams in the battle to avoid 
relegation from the Championship with a 
"bizarre" 2-0 win at Huddersfield Town on Sat¬ 
urday. 

Nahki Wells somehow contrived to miss two 
penalties for the home side, who also hit the bar 
and post, had 31 shots (13 on target) and enjoyed 
68 per cent possession. 

But the only stats that mattered in a frenetic 
game were the goals scored at the start and end 
of the match by Alex Kacaniklic, netting direct 
from a corner in the second minute, and Seko Fo- 
fana, who sealed this vital away win in the last 
minute of normal time. 

To add to a surreal afternoon in Yorkshire, ref¬ 
eree Richard Clark was involved in a second-half 
red card mix-up. Confusion reigned when Ful¬ 
ham's Cau ley Wood row was red-carded for delib¬ 
erate handball in the area. The bemused forward 
initially refused to leave the pitch, before eventu¬ 
ally being dragged off by his team-mates. 

After further protests, Clark consulted the 
fourth official and then rescinded the red card be¬ 
fore correctly sending-off Shaun Flutchinson for 


the offence. Wells missed the resulting spot-kick 
and then hit the post with his second. Town 
looked likely to grab an equaliser but Ishmael 
Miller twice hit the post, while Jacob Butterfield 
struck the bar with a 20-yard effort. 

Marcus Bettinelli made a succession of saves to 
keep the score at 2-0 and earn Whites - playing 
in all-black! - their first away win in eight matches, 
dating back to December 13. 

"It's probably the most bizarre game I've been 
involved in," said Fulham manager Kit Symons. 
"On Wednesday night against Leeds we played 
10 times better but ended with a 3-0 defeat. We 
had 28 shots to their eight and still lost 3-0. 

"Today was almost the exact opposite. We 
scored direct from a corner and one in the last 
minute of time added on. In between that, Hud¬ 
dersfield were by far the better team and had by 
far the better chances. 

"We massively rode our luck. Marcus made a 
few great saves as well as a few unorthodox ones. 
We showed some manful defending, and some 
poor defending as well to get us into trouble, but 
then somehow managed to get ourselves out of 
it. 

"It was just a crazy, bizarre game." 


Fulham went to Huddersfield six points outside 
the drop zone prior to kick-off but the gap is now 
eight after this victory and the failure of the four 
teams around them to win. Rotherham United's 
home defeat by Sheffield Wednesday leaves 
them three points adrift of Whites in 21 st position, 
while Wigan Athletic are a further five points back 
from Fulham. 

Symons praised his men for digging in and 
grinding out a big victory:"! said to the players 
before the game that with the situation we're in 
we need to show character, proper character, and 
I thought we did that," he said. "We didn't play 
well but sometimes if you show that character 
you get the luck you need. 

"We had an awful lot of luck today but we 
haven't had much lately at all, so I'm just de¬ 
lighted for those players and the travelling fans 
as well." 

Fulham take a break from action this weekend 
due to international fixtures, before resuming at 
Craven Cottage on Good Friday (April 3) with a 
tough local derby against promotion-chasing 
Brentford. 


by Sunday evening. 

“The title race should be over,” Mourinho said. “In 
normal conditions, we should have 12 points more 
than we have now and the title race would be over. The 
reality is we have a six-point lead, which is the best of 
the season. We had an eight-point lead but then had 25 
games still to play. 

“We now also have a match in hand, which could 
help us to have a bigger distance. Our opponents can 
get another 24 points if they do that, so it’s up to us to 
get the points we need. 

“I’m pretty confident we will win it. I am confident 
in my players but it can be difficult.” 

Mourinho is not happy that this weekend’s interna¬ 
tional break means it’s 15 days before they play again 
against Stoke City at the Bridge. 

“But I am happy for Diego. Imagine playing three 
matches in one week without him? So it’s good for us 
that we don’t play. But at this moment we have nine 
matches to play and I would like to play every week, 
so sometimes it’s not so good for us.” 

# EARLIER last week the youth squad qualified for 
their fourth successive FA Youth Cup final berth (see 
match report p27) and one man helping their cause this 
season is Jody Morris. 

Hammersmith-born Morris, 36, is plying his post¬ 
match trade as assistant to Under-18s manager Joe Ed¬ 
wards at Stamford Bridge these days and it seems a 
match made in heaven. 

Morris has brought his top-flight experience to bear 
on the development squad, and he and Edwards, a for¬ 
mer Chelsea schoolboy player and ex-U16 manager 
who has also worked with the kids in the previous 
three FA Youth Cup final squads. 

Natural career step 

Morris played 124 games for the Blues between 
1996 and 2003, scoring 24 goals, before carving a ca¬ 
reer away from SW6 at Leeds United, Rotherham 
United, Millwall, St Johnstone and Bristol City ahead 
of his move into coaching, and it’s clear that he sees 
donning the tracksuit and passing on his experience as 
the next natural step in his football career. 

Speaking after last week’s dramatic 5-4 aggregate 
semi-final victory over Spurs, Morris explained his 
and Edwards’ role in that success, as they look forward 
to most likely playing Manchester City (who lead 
Leicester City 3-0 from their semi-final first leg) in the 
final 

“If I’m being brutally honest, I am over the moon to 
get the club to the final again,” said Morris, who was 
munching on a much-earned pizza slice when I inter¬ 
viewed him in the Stamford Bridge tunnel on Wednes¬ 
day of last week 

“Me and Joe said at the beginning of the season that 

■ CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 


AUSTIN IGNORED BY ENGLAND - see page 27 
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